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 John M. Cunningham OP

Obituary and Bibliography of Hugh Fenning OP

 Fr Hugh Fenning, O.P., was born in Dublin on 25 January 1935, the second 
eldest of seven children born to  Seamus Fenning, a book dealer, and  Nora 
Richardson. He received his early education from the  Sisters of the Holy 
Faith at  Clarendon Street, Dublin, and at the Infant School of the  Sisters 
of St Louis,  Rathmines. For his primary and secondary education, he 
attended  CBS,  Synge Street, Dublin.

On 14 September 1953, Fr Hugh received the habit of the  Dominican 
Order at  St Mary’s Priory, Cork, where he made his first profession a 
year later on 15 September 1954. After a year of philosophical studies at St 
Mary’s Priory, Cork, as was customary at the time, he was assigned to St 
 Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, where he studied philosophy for a further two years 
and embarked upon the study of theology. On 10 July 1960, Fr Hugh was 
ordained to the priesthood at  Holy Cross College, Dublin, by John Charles 
 McQuaid, C.S.Sp., Archbishop of Dublin.

To complete his theology, he was assigned to   Collegio San Clemente, 
Rome, where for a year he attended the Angelicum, at that time the 
   Pontifi cal International Athenaeum of the Dominican Order in Rome. He 
then attended a year of courses in pastoral theology at the   Pontifi cal Lateran 
University, and assumed the offi ce of bursar. He also heard reports that 
 Fr Aubrey Gwynn, S.J., Professor of Medieval History,  University College 
Dublin, and  Robert Dudley Edwards, Professor of Modern Irish History 
at University College Dublin and a nephew of  Fr Humbert MacInerny, 
O.P., were anxious to have his superiors set him on the path of historical 
studies. Whether due to their efforts or not, his publication of St Saviour’s 
Church, Dublin: centenary, 1861–1961 (Dublin, 1961) is usually credited by 
his brethren with the decision in 1962 to send him to study history. Fr 
Hugh himself favoured UCD,  Fr Louis C. Coffey, O.P., Prior Provincial, 
preferred an institute in Rome, while  Fr Leonard E. Boyle, O.P., suggested 
the  Université Catholique de Louvain.

By the end of the year, Fr Hugh was enrolled in the Université 
Catholique de Louvain for the Licence en sciences historiques, a course 
that required three years of lectures, exercises, and examinations, as well 
as a mémoire. In addition, he taught a weekly class of English to the 
Flemish  Dominican students at Louvain and assisted occasionally with 
chaplaincy work at a US air force camp at   Bitburg, Germany. With the 
permission of  Fr Aniceto Fernández, O.P., Master General, he resided with 
the Irish  Franciscans at   St Anthony’s College, Louvain. As he advanced 
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through the course of studies, he prevailed upon  Professor Roger Canon 
Aubert, to direct his mémoire on the decree issued by the   Congregation 
de Propaganda Fide in 1751 forbidding novitiates in Ireland in so far as that 
concerned the  Dominican Order, a fi eld of research that proved ideally 
suited to expansion for a doctorate. As the doctoral programme itself 
required no fi xed period of residence at Louvain, Fr Hugh returned to 
  Collegio San Clemente to which he was still offi cially assigned and where 
he remained until 1967, engaged in research for his thesis.

At the beginning of 1967, it was decided that Fr Hugh was to be assigned 
to the   Historical Institute of the Order at the Convent of Santa Sabina, 
Rome, ‘for some time to come.’ Proclaimed on the day of his assignation 
‘una nuova gemma nella corona gloriosa di Santa Sabina e dell’Istituto 
Storico,’ Fr Hugh welcomed the appointment as an opportunity to pursue 
research into the history of the Province of Ireland. However, he was less 
enthusiastic at the prospect of living ‘on fi sh and spaghetti, [and] on a 
dole of a pound a month,’ and on more than one occasion referred to the 
regime at Santa Sabina in terms of penal servitude.

In addition to the completion of his doctoral thesis, membership of the 
 Historical Institute obliged him to submit one article a year to its journal, 
 Archivum Fratrum Praedicatorum. A judiciously chosen area of research 
saw him faithfully discharge this annual task and subsequently revise, edit, 
and publish the articles as a book,  The Irish Dominican Province, 1698–1797 
(Dublin, 1990), a volume regarded as ‘a milestone in Irish histori ography’ 
and ‘in terms of scale and scope … without peer.’ While resident at Santa 
Sabina, he also found himself with an unenviable nomination to the 
 Commission de Dépouillement des Résponses au Questionnaire du Maître 
Général, a commission established to manage the revision of the constitu-
tions in the wake of Vatican Council II and tasking its members with an 
examination of 2,500 replies arranged into more than 6,000 propositions. 
To supplement ‘the dole,’ Fr Hugh also acted as de facto English editor of 
 International Dominican Information.

On 15 February 1973, in the Salle des Promotions at the  Université 
Catholique de Louvain, Fr Hugh successfully defended his doctoral thesis, 
The undoing of the friars of Ireland: a study of the novitiate question in the 
eighteenth century, described in the pages of L’Osservatore Romano as ‘an 
excellent contribution to our knowledge of the Irish Church in the eight-
eenth century.’ Already an invited lecturer at the   Pontifi cal Institute Regina 
Mundi, he was soon teaching ecclesiastical history also at St Mary’s Priory, 
 Tallaght, and at the   Pontifi cal University of St Thomas Aquinas, Rome, 
where the new Docteur en sciences historiques was further invited to 
teach the course De gratia! Fr Hugh would gradually limit his teaching 
commitment to St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, and eventually cease teaching 
altogether so as to concentrate on the historical research for which he was 
so eminently qualifi ed and signally suited.
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In 1975, with the permission of  Fr Vincent de Couesnongle, O.P.,  Master 
of the Order, Fr Hugh was assigned to Collegio San Clemente while still 
remaining a member of the  Historical Institute and continuing to contrib-
ute on an annual basis to its journal. In 1982 he was assigned to St Mary’s 
Priory,  Tallaght, where he remained assigned for the rest of his life except 
for a brief assignation to the  Black Abbey, Kilkenny. The assignation to 
Tallaght afforded prolonged proximity to the provincial archive for which 
he was responsible since 1973 and allowed Fr Hugh to add to its holdings, 
respond to inquiries, and facilitate users. He also secured more suitable 
accommodation for the archive, and contributed a fi ne series of obituaries 
of his brethren to a succession of provincial chapters. 

With the encouragement of  Fr Flannan Hynes, O.P., Prior Provincial, 
he gradually established in the provincial archive a substantial library of 
Catholic literature printed in Ireland from its genesis in the eighteenth 
century until the Catholic Relief Act of 1829, gathered almost entirely from 
the priories in Ireland. Long before his return to Ireland, Fr Hugh had 
already examined the libraries of six Irish colleges in Rome for similar 
publications and published his fi ndings. Over several decades in Ireland, 
he sought out all relevant publications in each of the major institutions 
while also affording attention to smaller religious libraries, and published 
a remarkable series of annotated bibliographies of all material of Catholic 
interest printed in Dublin and Cork in the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries.

With apparent ease and great self-deprecation, Fr Hugh managed to 
combine the roles of historian, archivist, librarian, and bibliographer, and 
to great effect. His extensive bibliography provides eloquent and indisput-
able evidence of diligence and ability.

The signifi cance of his research was perhaps better known to his his-
toriographical peers than to his brethren although the latter did not fail to 
express their own appreciation and admiration. In 1997, after successful 
application to  Fr Timothy Radcliffe, O.P., Master of the Order, the degree 
of Master in Sacred Theology was conferred on Fr Hugh, a degree reserved 
for academic eminence and excellence. The following year, a further 
accolade was paid to Fr Hugh when he was recognised as the Historian of 
the Province of Ireland.

Continuing the tradition of the Order’s involvement in the cause of the 
Irish martyrs, Fr Hugh served in the 1990s as a member of the histori-
cal commission for the beatifi cation of a second group of Irish martyrs, 
just as  Fr Reginald Walsh, O.P., and  Fr Humbert McInerny, O.P., had 
been associated with the beatifi cation of the fi rst group. In addition, Fr 
Hugh was for many years a member and sometime committee member 
of the  Catholic Historical Society of Ireland and also served as chairman 
of the  Association for Church Archives of Ireland from 1994 until 1996. 
Although the primary work entrusted to him by his superiors was of an 
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intellectual nature, he always discharged the simple duties of his priest-
hood readily and with fi delity.

A severe stroke in 2012 deprived him of his powers of concentration 
and left him physically incapacitated and dependent upon care provided 
by others. Unable to continue what had been his life’s work and passion, 
and deprived even of his love of gardening and ornithology, he accepted 
his lot nobly. However, even in his infi rmity, he continued to be possessed 
of an ability to couple apt description of character and circumstance with 
a subtle sardonic style. Ultimately, his needs required transfer to the 
 Kiltipper Woods Care Centre, Kiltipper Road, Dublin 24, in 2013 where 
he remained for the last years of his life and where he died peacefully on 
25 July 2018. His remains reposed in the large parlour of St Mary’s Priory, 
 Tallaght, prior to removal to the church.  Fr Patrick Lucey, O.P., socius to 
the Prior Provincial, was the celebrant of the Mass of Christian Burial 
after which Fr Hugh’s remains were interred in the community cemetery 
with his brethren, the record of whose lives he had himself composed for 
many years.

While a student of theology, the effort required of Fr Hugh to grasp 
God’s knowledge of contingent futures persuaded him that his mind was 
not suited to such speculation. As a result, having been introduced to Irish 
 Dominican history by  Fr Luke Taheny, O.P., he decidedly favoured the 
realm of historical investigation. Indeed,  Fr Louis C. Coffey, O.P., Prior 
Provincial for most of the 1960s, regarded the decision to advance Fr Hugh 
on the path to a professional historian’s career as one of the most important 
achievements of his own term of offi ce. In turn, Fr Hugh regarded him as 
‘the fi rst mover’ in his career as an historian. Fr Hugh’s brethren remember 
with admiration and pride his dedication to the historical investigation and 
publication of the history of the Province of Ireland while posterity will 
value the enormity and erudition of his contribution to Irish historiography 
in general.

Bibliography
The provincial archive of the Irish  Dominicans contains a collection of 
the early articles and reviews by Fr Hugh Fenning, O.P., pasted into a 
copybook and entitled ‘Opera omnia of Fr Hugh Fenning, O.P.’ Those 
fi rst publications date back to his days as a clerical student and consist 
principally of articles published in  The Watchman, a journal edited and 
published twice a year by the students of St Mary’s Priory,  Tallaght, from 
1935 until the 1970s. Although a review of  Constance Cruickshank’s Lenten 
fare and food for Fridays also whets the appetite, Fr Hugh’s articles focus for 
the most part on Irish Dominican history.

Indeed, the history of the Irish Dominicans at home and abroad proved 
to be the focus of his research and publication for more than fi fty years, 
affording him the subject for his doctoral thesis and for his tome on the 
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eighteenth-century history of the province. In addition, he was also the 
author of a fi ne collection of scholarly yet popular historical accounts of 
various foundation of the  Dominican Order in Ireland and of the obituar-
ies of his brethren. On one occasion, he set himself to assemble and edit 
a series of articles published by a confrère some decades previously, iden-
tifying all the primary sources used by the author and annotating the text 
to furnish the articles with the necessary scientifi c apparatus to produce 
 Medieval Irish Dominican studies, the authoritative text on the Dominican 
Order in medieval Ireland.

His research extended far beyond  Dominicana Hibernica to include the 
role of clergy in nineteenth-century typhus and cholera epidemics and the 
Famine, as well as a succession of articles regarding imprints of Catholic 
interest in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, a major project 
undertaken to assist students of Irish spirituality. Although his bibliogra-
phy is extensive, it is unlikely that his publications exhausted his research. 
No doubt, as the arrangement and description of his research papers and 
the cataloguing of his private library are undertaken, unpublished research 
will be found.

The fundamental arrangement of the bibliography is chronological. 
Items with the same date of publication are arranged in alphabetical order 
according to title except for book reviews which are arranged in alpha-
betical order according to the surname of the author. It should also be 
noted that when there is the same date of publication, book reviews, trans-
lated works, and edited works are listed after books, articles in journals, 
essays, and entries in dictionaries. Occasionally, the publisher’s details are 
included for items published locally or obscurely.

The current list is a simple tribute to a distinguished scholar and 
confrère. It might even allow the progress and development of his research 
to be traced. It is intended to ensure that a complete bibliography will be 
available to students and scholars. Notifi cation of any omission will be 
received with gratitude.

Abbreviations
A.A.  Analecta Augustiana
A.C.A.I. Association for Church Archives of Ireland
A.F.P. Archivum Fratrum Praedicatorum
Archiv. Hib. Archivium Hibernicum
Collect. Hib. Collectanea Hibernica
Cols  Columns
D. & L. Doctrine and Life
F. & N. Far and Near
Fasc.  Fascicle
I.E.R. The Irish Ecclesiastical Record
Transl. Translator
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1956–1959
Ross McGeoghean: one of Christ’s captains. In The Watchman, xxii, no. 42 

(new year 1956), pp 35–7.
Review of Thomas A. Hand, (transl.), The rule of St Augustine with a com-

mentary of Blessed Alphonsus Orozco. Pp xxii, 84. Dublin, 1956. In 
The Watchman, xxiii, no. 44 (winter 1956–7), pp 35–36.

Review of Daphne D.C. Pochin Mould, The Irish Dominicans: the friars 
preachers in the history of Catholic Ireland. Pp xvii, 276. Dublin, 1957. 
In The Watchman, xxiii, no. 45 (summer 1957), pp 42–5.

Review of Herbert Wood, Albert E. Langman, and Margaret C. Griffi th 
(eds), Calendar of the justiciary rolls or proceedings in the court of 
the justiciar of Ireland, Ireland: i-vii years of Edward II. Pp vii, 406. 
Dublin: Stationery Offi ce, 1956. In The Watchman, xxiv, no. 46 (new 
year 1958), p. 40.

Newry: our youngest priory. In The Watchman, xxiv, no. 47 (summer 1958), 
pp 4–7.

‘Aedium amplifi catio.’ In Analecta Sacri Ordinis Fratrum Praedicatorum, 
lxvi, no. 3 (July-Sept. 1958), p. 440.

Review of Colmcille [Ó Conbuidhe], The story of Mellifont. Pp lvii, 331. 
Dublin, 1958. In The Watchman, xxv, no. 48 (new year 1959) pp 54–5.

Our Lady of Graces of Youghal. In The Lantern, xxvi, no. 5 (May 1959), pp 
27–8.

St Antoninus and social charity. In The Lantern, xxvi, no. 7 (July 1959), pp 
25–8.

To serve God is to reign. In The Watchman, xxv, no. 49 (Summer 1959), 
pp 58–61 and 94.

The promises of communism. In The Lantern, xxvi, no. 10 (Oct. 1959), pp 
7–10.

1960–1969
Martyrs of Mullingar. In The Camillian Post: Catholic Home Quarterly for 

the Sick and Their Friends (Killucan, Co. Westmeath), xxvi (1960), 
pp 7–8, 14.

Martyrs of Mullingar. In The Watchman, xxvi, no. 50 (new year 1960), pp 
20–4.

Review of Constance Cruickshank, Lenten fare and food for Fridays. Pp 165. 
London, 1959. In The Watchman, xxvi, no. 50 (new year 1960), pp 
53–4.

Little Anthony. In The Word (Donamon, Co. Roscommon) (May 1960), 
pp 26–7.

The Dominicans in Waterford. In Irish Rosary, lxiv, nos. 5–6 (May–June 
1960), pp 152–7.

St Saviour’s Church,  Dublin: centenary, 1861–1961. Dublin, 1961.
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Review of Maisie Ward, Early church portrait gallery. Pp xiv, 377. London, 
1959. In The Watchman, xxvi, no. 51 (Summer 1960), p. 54.

Dominicans of Trim, 1683–1710. In Ríocht na Midhe, ii, no. 3 (1961), pp 3–15.
The still soft voice. In The Watchman, xxvii, no. 52 (new year 1961), p. 8.
The conversion of Charles French. In The Watchman, xxviii, no. 53 

(summer 1961), pp 34–9.
Conversion of Charles French. In Irish Catholic, 3 Aug. 1961.
Conversion of Charles French. In Irish Catholic, 10 Aug. 1961.
The return to Munster under Desmond and Mary Tudor, 1553–1558. In Irish 

Rosary, lxv, nos. 11–12 (Nov.–Dec. 1961), pp 329–32.
The Dominicans of Trim, 1713–1833. In Ríocht na Midhe, ii, no. 4 (1962), 

pp 21–32.
(Ed.), The mission to St. Croix in the West Indies, 1750–1769: documents 

from the archives of San Clemente, Rome. In Archiv. Hib., xxv 
(1962), pp 75–122.

Cormac O’Fergus, provincial of the Black Friars, 1571. In Irish Rosary, lxvi, 
nos. 1–2 (Jan.-Feb. 1962), pp 25–7.

1593, the darkest hour. In Irish Rosary, lxvi, nos. 1–2 (Jan.-Feb. 1962), pp 
28–31.

Spanish ale: 1615, Roch MacGeoghegan and a new beginning. In Irish 
Rosary, lxvi, nos. 5–6 (May–June 1962), pp 157–60.

The Dominicans of Trim, 1263–1682. In Ríocht na Midhe, iii, no. 1 (1963), 
pp 15–23.

Review of Jacques Leclercq, Approaches to the Cross, transl. [William 
Howard], eighth earl of Wicklow. Pp 115. Dublin, 1960. In D. & L., 
xiii, no. 2 (Feb. 1963), pp 104–5.

Review of Richard Gräf, The power of prayer, transl. John J. Coyne. Pp 139. 
Dublin, 1961. In D. & L., 13, no. 2 (Mar. 1963), p. 163.

The Dominicans of Mullingar, 1237–1610. In Ríocht na Midhe, iii, no. 2 
(1964), pp 105–13.

Dominican nuns of Meath, 1671–1713. In Ríocht na Midhe, iii, no. 3 (1965), 
pp 201–03.

Some problems of the Irish mission, 1733–1774. In Collect. Hib., viii (1965), 
pp 58–109.

The Irish Dominican mission to the Danish West Indies, 1758–1771. In 
I.E.R., 5th series, 104, nos. 4 & 5 (Oct.-Nov. 1965), pp 233–48.

The Dominicans of Mullingar, 1622–1654. In Ríocht na Midhe, iii, no. 4 
(1966), pp 299–314.

John Kent’s report on the Irish mission, 1742. In Archiv. Hib., xxviii (1966), 
pp 59–102.

A list of Dominicans in Ireland, 1817. In Collect. Hib., ix (1966), pp 79–82.
Michael MacDonogh, O.P., bishop of Kilmore, 1728–46. In I.E.R., 5th 

series, xvi, no. 3 (Sept. 1966), pp 138–53.
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Bernard Brady, O.P., parish priest of Derryvullen, 1770–1800(?) In Clogher 
Record, vi (1967), pp 394–5.

The vestiary-book of the Irish Dominicans in Rome, 1727–1796. In Collect. 
Hib., x (1967), pp 60–71.

The Athenry house chronicle, 1666–1779. In Collect. Hib., xi (1968), pp 
36–52.

The Dominicans of Mullingar, 1667–1696. In Ríocht na Midhe, iv, no. 2 
(1968), pp 20–32.

A guide to eighteenth-century reports on Irish dioceses in the archives of 
Propaganda Fide. In Collect. Hib., xi (1968), pp 19–35.

The Irish Dominican province under appointed superiors, 1698–1721. In 
A.F.P., xxxviii (1968), pp 259–357.

The journey of James Lyons from Rome to Sligo, 1763–5 (1968). In Collect. 
Hib., xi (1968), pp 91–110.

Laurence Richardson, O.P., bishop of Kilmore, 1747–53. In I.E.R., 5th series 
cix, no. 3 (Mar. 1968), pp 137–57.

Irish material in the registers of the Dominican masters general, 1390–
1649. In A.F.P., xxxix (1969), pp 249–336.

Some eighteenth-century broadsides. In Collect. Hib., xii (1969), pp 45–61.

1970–1979
(Transl.) Joseph Masson, Missions: 1, Church and mission. In Karl Rahner 

et al (eds), Sacramentum mundi: an encyclopedia of theology. 6 vols. 
New York and London, 1968–70. iv, matter-phenomenology, pp 
49–79.

Ambrose MacDermott, O.P., bishop of Elphin, 1707–1717. In A.F.P., xl 
(1970), pp 231–75.

Letters from a Jesuit in Dublin on the Confraternity of the Holy Name, 
1747–1748: documents from the archives of the Irish College, Rome. 
In Archiv. Hib., xxix (1970), pp 133–54.

The book of receptions and professions of SS Sixtus and Clement in Rome, 
1676–1792. In Collect. Hib., xiv (1971), pp 13–25.

The Dominicans and Propaganda Fide, 1622–1668: a catalogue of the fi rst 
series of the SOCG, volumes 1 to 30. In A.F.P., xli (1971), pp 241–323.

Fitzsimons, Patrick. In Dictionnaire d’histoire et de géographie ecclésiastiques. 
Paris, 1971. xvii, fi lles-Français, Le, cols 300–01.

Review of David Knowles and Dmitri Obolensky, The Christian centuries: a 
new history of the Catholic church. 5 vols. London, 1969–1978. ii, the 
Middle Ages (1969). In D. & L., xxi, no. 11 (Nov. 1971), p. 624.

Review of Maurice Taylor, The Scots College in Spain. Pp 392. Valladolid, 
1971. In D. & L., xxi, no. 12 (Dec. 1971), pp 679–80.

Clerical recruitment, 1735–1783. In Archiv. Hib., xxx (1972), pp 1–20.
The Irish Dominican province in the fi nal decades of persecution, 1721–

1745. In A.F.P., xlii (1972), pp 251–368.
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Two diocesan reports: Elphin (1753) and Killaloe (1792). In Archiv. Hib., 
xxx (1972), pp 21–8.

The undoing of the friars of Ireland: a study of the novitiate question in the 
eighteenth century. Louvain: Publications Universitaires de Louvain 
and Bibliothèque de l’Université, 1972.

Review of Angelico Ferrua (ed.), S. Thomae Aquinatis vitae fontes praecipuae. 
Pp 411. Alba: Edizioni Domenicane, 1968. In D. & L., xxii, no. 7 (July 
1972), p. 391.

Review of Mary Purcell, The quiet companion: Peter Favre, S.J. Pp ix, 198. 
Dublin, 1970. In D. & L., xxii, no. 7 (July 1972), pp 391–2.

The Dominicans and Propaganda Fide, 1622–1668: a catalogue of the 
fi rst series of the SOCG, volumes 31 to 55. In A.F.P., xliii (1973), pp 
137–213.

Publications of Irish Catholic interest 1700–1800: an experimental check list. 
Rome: Santa Sabina, 1973.

Review of John Brady and Patrick J. Corish, The church under the penal 
code. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), A history of Irish Catholicism, iv, fasc. 
2. Pp 88. Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 164–5. 

Review of Anthony M. Canning, South America. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), 
A history of Irish Catholicism, vi, fasc. 5. Pp 27. Dublin, 1971. In D. & 
L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Francis B. Doyle, South Africa. Pp 27. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), 
A history of Irish Catholicism, vi, fasc. 4. Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, 
no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Eileen Duggan, New Zealand. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), A history 
of Irish Catholicism, vi, fasc. 7. Pp 18. Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, 
no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Cathaldus Giblin, Irish exiles in Catholic Europe. In Patrick J. 
Corish (ed.), A history of Irish Catholicism, iv, fasc. 3. Pp 65. Dublin, 
1971. In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 164–5.

Review J.J. McGovern and Patrick J. O’Farrell, Australia. In Patrick J. 
Corish (ed.), A history of Irish Catholicism, vi, fasc. 6. Pp 76. Dublin, 
1971. In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Fergal McGrath, The University Question. In Patrick J. Corish 
(ed.), A history of Irish Catholicism, v, fasc. 6, pp 84–142. Pp 142. 
Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Arthur P. Monahan, Canada. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), A history 
of Irish Catholicism, vi, fasc. 3. Pp 34. Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, 
no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Ignatius Murphy, Primary education. In Patrick J. Corish (ed.), 
A history of Irish Catholicism, v, fasc. 6, pp 1–52. Pp. 142. Dublin, 1971. 
In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.
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Review of Séamus V. Ó Súilleabháin, Secondary education. In Patrick J. 
Corish (ed.), A history of Irish Catholicism, v, fasc. 6, pp 53–83. Pp 
142. Dublin, 1971. In D. & L., xxiii, no. 3 (Mar. 1973), pp 163–4.

Review of Evelyn Bolster, A history of the diocese of Cork from the earliest times 
to the Reformation. Shannon, 1972. Pp xlviii, 548. In D. & L., xxiii, 
no. 10 (Oct. 1973), pp 573–4.

Review of John M. Todd, Reformation. London, 1972. Pp 377. In D. & L., 
xxiii, no. 10 (Oct. 1973), pp 572–3.

‘The three kingdoms: England, Ireland and Scotland.’ In Josef Metzler 
(ed.), Sacrae Congregationis de Propaganda Fide memoria rerum: 350 
years in the service of the missions, 1622–1972. 3 vols. Rome, 1971–5. ii, 
1700–1815 (1974), pp 604–29.

The Irish Dominican province at the beginning of its decline (1745–1761). 
In A.F.P., xlv (1975), pp 399–502.

750 years of the Black Abbey, 1225–1975. Carlow: Nationalist, 1975. 
An invitation to Australia: some documents of 1897–1898. In A.F.P., xlvi 

(1976), pp 379–91.
The library of a preacher of Drogheda: John Donnelly, O.P. (d. 1748).’ In 

Collect. Hib., xviii–xix (1976–7), pp 72–104.
François de Pipino. In Dictionnaire d’histoire et de géographie ecclésiastiques. 

Paris, 1977. xviii, France-Frères Xavériens, cols 746–7.
François de Cordoque. In Dictionnaire d’histoire et de géographie ecclésiastiques. 

Paris, 1977. xviii, France- Frères Xavériens, cols 713–14.
The Irish Dominican province, 1761–1765, with some notes on its mis-

sionaries in Scotland, 1765–1773. In A.F.P., xlvii (1977), pp 387–438.
SS Sisto and Clemente, 1677–1797. In San Clemente, miscellany I: the com-

munity of SS Sisto e Clemente in Rome, 1677–1977, pp. 27–57. Ed. 
Leonard E. Boyle. Rome, 1977.

Documents of Irish interest in the ‘fondo Missioni’ of the Vatican Archives. 
In Miscellanea in onore di Monsignore Martino Giusti, prefetto 
dell’Archivio Segreto Vaticano. 2 vols. Città del Vaticano, 1978. i. 
Collectanea Archivi Vaticani, 5, pp 191–254.

The Library of Bishop William Daton of Ossory, 1698. In Collect. Hib., xx 
(1978), pp 30–57.

St Magdalen’s Church, Drogheda: centenary, 1878–1978. Drogheda, 1978.
(Transl.), M. Foralosso, Living stone of Christ: Francis Coll. Madrid, 1978. 

[Piedra viva de Cristo: Francis Coll. Madrid, 1978.]
Review of James Derek Holmes, More Roman than Rome: English 

Catholicism in the nineteenth century. Pp 278. London, 1978. In D. & 
L., xxviii, no. 6 (June–July 1978), pp 388–9.

Jottings from the historical front. In F. & N., xiv, no. 80 (July–Aug. 1978), 
p. 5.

The Irish Dominican province, 1765–1778. In A.F.P., xlix (1979), pp 
271–367.

Archivium Hibernicum 2020.indd   404Archivium Hibernicum 2020.indd   404 19/08/2020   14:3419/08/2020   14:34

This content downloaded from 
������������149.157.213.143 on Thu, 08 Jan 2026 09:48:36 UTC������������ 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



Obituary and Bibliography of Hugh Fenning OP

405

1980–1989
(Ed.), The Fottrell papers, 1721–39: an edition of the papers found on the person 

of Fr John Fottrell, provincial of the Dominicans in Ireland, at his arrest 
in 1739. Belfast: Public Record Offi ce of Northern Ireland, 1980.

Records of the Dominicans of Goa, 1700–1835. In A.F.P., l (1980), pp 
387–410.

Vasant Vihar. In F. & N., xvi, no. 93 (Sept.–Oct. 1980), p. 5.
Extremely rare books. In F. & N., xvi, no. 94 (Nov.-Dec. 1980), p. 2.
Newbridge College, 1905–1922. In F. & N., xvi, no. 94 (Nov.–Dec. 1980), 

p. 6.
Irish friars in the Augustinian schools of Italy, 1698–1808. In A.A., xliv 

(1981), pp 329–62.
Dominican mission-reports in Goa, 1686–1832.’ In A.F.P., lii (1982), pp 

345–65.
A list of Dominicans in Ireland, 1657. In Collect. Hib., xxv (1983), pp 24–9.
The Irish Dominican province, 1778–1785. In A.F.P., lv (1985), pp 339–88.
The Black Abbey: the Kilkenny Dominicans, 1225–1986, with a chapter by 

Margaret M. Phelan. [Kilkenny]: Kilkenny People Printing, [1986].
The Irish Dominican province, 1785–1797. In A.F.P., lvi (1986), pp 219–325.
The Dominicans in Australia, 1808–1938. In A.F.P., lvii (1987), pp 373–425.
The Dominicans of Kilcorban. In Kilcorban Priory, pp 7–17. Ed. Cathal 

Stanley. Ballinasloe: Clonfert Printers, 1987.
A list of Dominicans in Ireland, 1832. In Collect. Hib., xxix (1987), pp 112–35.
New provincial archives. In F. & N., xxiii, no. 134 (July–Aug. 1987), p. 3. 
Obituary, 1984–88. In Acts of the provincial chapter of the province of Ireland 

of the Order of Preachers, 1988. 2 vols. Tallaght: St Mary’s Priory, 
1988. ii.

Griffi th, (Patrick, en religion Raymond). In Dictionnaire d’histoire et de 
géographie ecclésiastiques. Paris, 1988. xxii, Grégoire Makar, saint-
Haeglsperger, Franz Seraphin, cols 211–13.

(Ed.), Acta capitulorum provinciae hiberniae sacri Ordinis Praedicatorum, 
1669–1688. Tallaght: Dominican Priory, 1989.

1990–1999
Irishmen ordained at Lisbon, 1587–1625, 1641–1660. In Collect. Hib., xxxi–

xxxii (1989–90), pp 103–17.
The library of the Augustinians of Galway in 1731. In Collect. Hib., xxxi–xxxii 

(1989–90), pp 162–95.
The Irish Dominican province, 1698–1797. Dublin, 1990.
The Waterford Dominicans, 1226–1990. Waterford: Dominican Community, 

1990.
(Ed.), Luke Taheny, The Dominicans of Roscommon. Tallaght: St Mary’s 

Priory, 1990.
Friars in furs. In F. & N., xxv, no. 150 (Mar.–Apr. 1990), p. 8.
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Dominicans in Ireland, 1841–1845. In Collect. Hib., xxxiii (1991), pp 178–208.
The Dominicans of Galway, 1488–1988. In The Dominicans in Galway, 

1241–1991, pp 22–36. Ed. Eustás Ó Héideáin. Galway: Dominican 
Priory, The Claddagh, 1991.

Obituary, 1988–92. In Acts of the provincial chapter of the province of Ireland of 
the Order of Preachers, 1992. 2 vols. Tallaght: St Mary’s Priory, 1992. ii.

(Ed.), Augustine Valkenburg, Two Dominican martyrs of Ireland. Dublin, 
1992.

Brevis et summaria relatio: an unpublished account of Dominican martyrs 
and exiles, 1656.’ In Collect. Hib., xxxiv–xxxv (1992–3), pp 34–58.

Clergy of Elphin diocese, 1810–12. In Collect. Hib., xxxiv–xxxv (1992–3), pp 
139–42.

Irishmen ordained at Lisbon, 1660–1739. In Collect. Hib., xxxiv–xxxv (1992–
3), pp 59–76.

On keeping books in archives. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, x (1994), p. 2.
Prayer-books and pamphlets, 1700–1829.’ In Seanchas Ard Mhacha, xvi, 

no. 1 (1994), pp 93–9.
The ‘Udienze’ series in the Roman archives of Propaganda Fide, 1750–

1820. In Archiv. Hib., xlviii (1994), pp 100–06.
Augustinian martyrs and missionaries, 1649–57.’ In Collect. Hib., xxxvi–

xxxvii (1994–5), pp 50–8.
The diocese of Elphin, 1747–1802. In Collect. Hib., xxxvi–xxxvii (1994–5), 

pp 159–73.
Irishmen ordained at Lisbon, 1740–1850. In Collect. Hib., xxxvi–xxxvii 

(1994–5), pp 140–58.
Letters from Galway, 1772–1805. In Collect. Hib., xxxvi–xxxvii (1994–5), pp 

174–95.
Cork imprints of Catholic historical interest, 1723–1804: a provisional check 

list.’ In Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, c 
(1995), pp 129–48.

Documents of Irish interest in the ‘fondo Missioni’ of the Vatican Archives. 
In Archiv. Hib., xliv (1995), pp 3–47.

Review of Archivium Hibernicum, xlvii (1994). In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xii 
(May 1995), p. 7.

Review of Collectanea Hibernica, xxxvi–xxxvii (1994–5). In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xii (May 1995), p. 7.

Review of Journal of the Irish Society for Archives (1994). In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xii (May 1995), p. 7.

Friends across the Water. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiii (Oct. 1995), pp 11–12.
The Irish Society for Archives. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiii (Oct. 1995), pp 

10–11.
On answering queries. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiii (Oct. 1995), pp 1–2.
Outing to Cultra. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiii (Oct. 1995), p. 8.
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Review of P.J. Geraghty, A heritage in stone: the life and career of architect 
John Murray. Pp 66. Monaghan, 1994. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiii 
(Oct. 1995), p. 9.

Review of Agnes Neligan (ed.), Maynooth library treasures: from the collec-
tions of Saint Patrick’s College. Pp viii, 198. Dublin, 1995. In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xiii (Oct. 1995), pp 9–10.

Obituary, 1992–96. In Acts of the provincial chapter of the province of Ireland 
of the Order of Preachers, 1996. 2 vols. Tallaght: St Mary’s Priory, 
1996. ii.

The Black Abbey: The Kilkenny Dominicans, 1225–1996, with a chapter by 
Margaret M. Phelan. [Kilkenny]: Kilkenny People Printing, [1996].

The Catholic press in Munster in the eighteenth century. In Books beyond 
the Pale: aspects of the provincial book trade in Ireland before 1850, pp 
19–31. Ed. Gerard Long. Dublin: Rare Books Group of the Library 
Association of Ireland, 1996.

Clergy lists of Elphin, 1731–1818. In Collect. Hib., xxxviii (1996), pp 141–55.
Cork imprints of Catholic historical interest, 1805–1830: a provisional 

check list (part 2).’ In Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological 
Society, ci (1996), pp 115–42.

Irishmen ordained at Rome, 1698–1759. In Archiv. Hib., l (1996), pp 
29–49.

The last speech and prayer of Blessed Terence Albert O’Brien, bishop of 
Emly, 1651. In Collect. Hib., xxxviii (1996), pp 52–8.

Some broadsides, chiefl y from Cork, 1709–1821. In Collect. Hib., xxxviii 
(1996), pp 118–40.

Review of Thomas O’Connor, An Irish theologian in Enlightenment France: 
Luke Joseph Hooke, 1714–96. Pp 218. Dublin, 1995. In Eighteenth-
Century Ireland, xi (1996), pp 175–6.

Archbishop Murray and the Famine. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), 
p. 3.

Archivium Hibernicum. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 7.
Authentic knowledge. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 12.
Closing down? In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 8.
Microfi lming. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 8.
Review of Paul Connell, Parson, priest and master: national education in 

Co. Meath, 1824–41. Pp 61. Dublin, 1995. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv 
(May 1996), p. 11.

Review of Maureen Hegarty, Isabella and Catherine and the Presentation 
Sisters of Kilkenny Pp x, 278. Kilkenny: Presentation Sisters, Parnell 
Street, 1995. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 10.

Review of Benignus Millet and Anthony Lynch (eds), Dún Mhuire, Killiney, 
1945–95: Léann agus Seanchas. Pp xiii, 238. Dublin: Lilliput Press 
in association with the Franciscans, Killiney, 1995. In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xiv (May 1996), p. 9.
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The Dominicans in Derry. In The clergy of the diocese of Derry: an index, pp 
22–4. Eds Edward Daly and Kieran Devlin. Dublin, 1997.

The Irish Dominican province in the time of Napoleon, 1797–1816. Tallaght: 
St Mary’s Priory, 1997.

Irishmen ordained at Rome, 1760–1800. In Archiv. Hib., li (1997), pp 16–37.
Review of Vincent J. McNally, Reform, revolution and reaction: Archbishop 

John Thomas Troy and the Catholic church in Ireland, 1787–1817. Pp 
xi, 256. Lanham, MD, 1995. In Eighteenth-Century Ireland, xii (1997), 
pp 164–6.

Review of Ursula Clarke, The Ursulines in Cork, 1771–1996. Pp ix, 212. 
Cork: Irish Ursuline Union, 1996. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xvi (May 
1997), p. 11.

Dublin imprints of Catholic interest: 1701–1739. In Collect. Hib., xxxix-xl 
(1997–8), 106–54.

The parish clergy of Tuam, 1712–1809. In Collect. Hib., xxxix–xl (1997–8), 
pp 155–75.

Troy to Carroll: letters from Dublin to Baltimore, 1794–1815. In Collect. Hib., 
xxxix–xl (1997–8), pp 176–209.

Review of Liam Swords, A hidden church: the diocese of Achonry, 1689–1818. 
Pp. 464. Dublin, 1998. In The Furrow, xxxxviiii, no. 12 (1998), pp 
714–15.

Review of Edward Daly and Kieran Devlin (eds), The clergy of the diocese 
of Derry: an index. Pp xii, 244. Dublin, 1997. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, 
xviii (May 1998), p. 11.

Review of Michael Murtagh, St Patrick’s, Dundalk: an anniversary account. 
Pp viii, 371. Dundalk: Bellew Print, 1997. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xviii 
(May 1998), p. 11.

Review of Liam Swords, A hidden church: the diocese of Achonry, 1689–1818. 
Pp 464. Dublin, 1979. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xviii (May 1998), p. 11.

Review of Patrick Fagan, Divided loyalties: the question of an oath for Irish 
Catholics in the eighteenth century. Pp 202. Dublin, 1997. In Catholic 
Historical Review, lxxxiv, no. 3 (July 1998), pp 560–1.

The Boole Library archives service. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xix (Oct. 1998), 
p. 4.

Irish Religious Houses Heritage Association. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xix 
(Oct. 1998), p. 10.

Dublin imprints of Catholic interest, 1740–1759. In Collect. Hib., xli (1999), 
pp 65–116.

Typhus epidemic in Ireland, 1817–19: priests, ministers and doctors.’ In 
Collect. Hib., xli (1999), pp 117–52.

Review of Denis Carroll, Unusual suspects: twelve radical clergymen. Pp 291. 
Dublin, 1998. In Eighteenth-Century Ireland, xiv (1999), pp 149–151.

Review of Gerard Moran (ed.), Radical Irish priests, 1660–1970. Pp 226. 
Dublin, 1998. In Eighteenth-Century Ireland, xiv (1999), pp 149–51.
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Armagh’s new library and archive. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xx (May 1999), 
p. 9.

Review of Seamus Helferty and Raymond Refaussé (eds), Directory of Irish 
archives. 3rd. ed. Pp 192. Dublin, 1999. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxi 
(Oct. 1999), p. 11.

Review of The Irish at home and abroad (Salt Lake City, UT), vi, no 2 (April–
June, 1999). In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxi (Oct. 1999), p. 11.

Review of Irish Professional Conservators’ and Restorers’ Association, 
Irish conservation directory. Pp iii, 170. Dublin: Irish Professional 
Conservators’ and Restorers’ Association, 1998. In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xxi (Oct. 1999), p. 11.

2000–2009
Obituary, 1996–2000. In Acts of the provincial chapter of the province of 

Ireland of the Order of Preachers, 2000. 2 vols. Tallaght: St Mary’s 
Priory, 2000. ii.

The archbishops of Dublin, 1693–1786. In History of the Catholic diocese 
of Dublin, pp 175–214. Eds James Kelly and Dáire Keogh. Dublin, 
2000.

The Dominicans of Glanworth, 1474–1814. In Mary MacNamara and 
Maura O’Neill (eds), Glanworth millennium, 2000, pp 73–7. Kilworth: 
Glanworth Irish Countrywomen’s Association, 2000.

Dominic Maguire, O.P., archbishop of Armagh, 1684–1707. In Seanhas Ard 
Mhacha, xviii, no. 1 (1999–2000), pp 30–48.

Dublin imprints of Catholic interest, 1760–1769. In Collect. Hib., xlii 
(2000), pp 85–119.

Irish Dominicans at Lisbon before 1700: a biographical register. In Collect. 
Hib., xlii (2000), pp 27–65.

Review of Henry A. Jefferies and Ciarán Devlin (eds), History of the diocese 
of Derry from earliest times. Pp 304. Dublin, 1999. In A.C.A.I. 
Newsletter, xxii (May 2000), p. 10.

Review of James Kelly and Dáire Keogh (eds), History of the Catholic diocese 
of Dublin. Pp 390. Dublin, 1999. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxii (May 
2000), p. 10.

Review of Raymond Murray, Archdiocese of Armagh: a history. Pp 87. 
Strasbourg, France: Éditions du Signe, 2000. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, 
xxii (May 2000), p. 10.

Review of John Cooney, John Charles McQuaid: ruler of Catholic Ireland. 
Pp 358. Dublin, 1999. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxiii (Oct. 2000), p. 11.

Review of Bernadette Cunningham, The world of Geoffrey Keating: history, 
myth and religion in seventeenth-century Ireland. Pp xv, 263. Dublin, 
2000. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxiii (Oct. 2000), p. 11.
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Review of Daniel Gallogly, The diocese of Kilmore, 1800––1950. Pp 450. 
Monaghan: Bréifne Historical Society, 1999. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, 
xxiii (Oct. 2000), p. 11. 

Review of Thomas Morrissey, William J. Walsh, archbishop of Dublin, 1841–
1921. Pp x, 404. Dublin, 2000. In A.C.A.I. Newsletter, xxiii (Oct. 
2000), p. 11.

Review of Art Ó Dálaigh and Martin O’Brien (eds), Fifty years in Ireland: 
the Servites from Benburb. Pp 316. Bangor: Priory Press, 1999. In The 
Furrow, li, no. 11 (Nov. 2000), pp 644–5.

Dublin imprints of Catholic interest, 1770–1782. In Collect. Hib., xliii 
(2001), pp 161–208.

Irish Dominicans at Louvain before 1700: a biographical register.’ In 
Collect. Hib., xliii (2001), pp 112–60.

L’era delle riforme: dalle leggi penali all’unione con la Gran Bretagna, 1750–
1800. In Storia religiosa dell’Irlanda. Eds Luciano Vaccaro and Carlo 
Maria Pellizzi. Milano: Centro Ambrosiano, 2001, pp 241–58.

Troy to Bray: letters from Dublin to Thurles, 1792–1817. In Archiv. Hib., lv 
(2001), pp 48–125.

Review of Manuela Ceretta, Nazione e popolo nella rivoluzione irlandese gli 
United Irishmen, 1791–1800. Pp 358. Milan: Francangeli, 1999. In 
Eighteenth-Century Ireland, xvi (2001), pp 153–5.

Review of Art Ó Dálaigh and Martin O’Brien, Fifty years in Ireland: the 
Servites from Benburb. Pp 316. Bangor: Priory Press, 1999. In Seanchas 
Ard Mhacha, xviii, no. 2 (2001), pp 231–2.

The Dominicans of Sligo. Enniscrone: Westprint, 2002.
Sir Cyril Wyche and the popish plot, 1678–1680. In Seanchas Ard Mhacha, 

xix, no. 2 (2002), pp 53–62.
A time of reform: from the ‘penal laws’ to the birth of modern nationalism, 

1691–1800. In Christianity in Ireland: revisiting the story, pp 134–43. 
Eds Dáire Keogh & Brendan Bradshaw. Dublin, 2002.

Fenning, Hugh, & Robert E. Cummins. The constitutions of the diocese of 
Cashel: ‘the new Psalter of Cashel’ (1737) and three pastoral letters 
of Archbishop Christopher Butler. In Archiv. Hib., lvi (2002), pp 
132–88.

Dublin imprints of Catholic interest, 1783–1789. In Collect. Hib., xliv-xlv 
(2002–3), pp 79–126.

Founders of Irish Dominican friaries: an unpublished list of c. 1647. In 
Collect. Hib., xliv-xlv (2002–3), pp 56–62.

Irish Dominicans at Rome 1570–1699: a biographical register. In Collect. 
Hib., xliv–xlv (2002–3), pp 13–55.

The cholera epidemic in Ireland, 1832–3: priests, ministers, doctors. In 
Archiv. Hib., lvii (2003), pp 77–125.

Review of Patrick Fagan, The diocese of Meath in the eighteenth century. Pp 
224. Dublin, 2001. In Ríocht na Midhe, xiv (2003), pp 260–4.
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Obituary, 2000–04. In Acts of the provincial chapter of the province of Ireland 
of the Order of Preachers, 2004. 2 vols. Tallaght: St Mary’s Priory, 
2004. ii.

(Ed.), Dominican houses and personnel in the ‘Irish Catholic Directory,’ 1836–
1874. Tallaght: St Mary’s Priory, 2004.

Gallagher, James [Séamus Ó Gallchoir] (c. 1690–1751), Roman Catholic 
bishop of Kildare and Leighlin. In H.C.G. Matthew and Brian 
Harrison (eds), Oxford dictionary of national biography from the 
earliest times to the year 2000. 60 vols. Oxford, 2004. xxi, Freud-
Gibberd, pp 311–12.

Murphy [Morphy], Edward (1650/51–1728), Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Dublin. In H.C.G. Matthew and Brian Harrison (eds), Oxford dic-
tionary of national biography from the earliest times to the year 2000. 
60 vols. Oxford, 2004. xxix, Morant-Murray, pp 834–5.

O’Brien, John (1701–1769), Roman Catholic bishop of Cloyne and Ross and 
lexicographer. In H.C.G. Matthew and Brian Harrison (eds), Oxford 
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