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Introduction
It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 

booklet commemorating the first centenary of the 
present church of the Order of Preachers in 
Drogheda.

St. Mary Magdalen's was our second foundation 
in Ireland, for the Dominicans came to Drogheda 
within a few months of their arrival at Dublin and 
just three years after the death of St. Dominic 
at Bologna. The old Magdalen Tower, now six 
hundred years old, reminds us of the special place 
St. Magdalen’s has in our tradition and in our 
affection today.

This booklet as a record of the Dominicans in 
Drogheda is also a record of the city and people 
of Drogheda. The Magdalen Tower and the 
Dominicans are part and parcel of the history 
of Drogheda. We have been closely associated with 
the people of Drogheda, not just for a century but for 
almost eight centuries, and this association continues 
to this day. We are honoured to have served the 
people of Drogheda for so long and look forward 
to continuing that service into the future.

DAMIAN BYRNE. O.P..
Prior Provincial.

Page Three





A Hundred Years in 
Drogheda

1878-1978
The solemn dedication of St. Mary 

Magdalen’s took place one hundred years 
ago, on 15 .September 1878. The arch­
bishop of Armagh. Dr. McGettigan, 
performed the ceremony and Fr Tom Burke 
preached. For both it was their third visit 
to Linen Hall Street, since they had already 
taken part in the laying of the corner-stone 
and the blessing of the bell. Fhe Primate 
was assisted by a new visitor, the gentle 
Dr. .lohn Leahy O.P., bishop of Dromore, 
a boyhood friend and collaborator of F'r 
Bartholomew Russell, reformer and re­
builder of the Irish Dominican Province.

On that great day, the archbishop 
celebrated the first Mass ever said in the 
new church. It was, as the occasion 
demanded, a High Mass with deacon aiul 
subdeacon, the three ministers wearing “a 
beautiful and rich set of vestments” pre- 
.sented by Lady Gormanston and the Flon. 
Miss Preston. The strange thing about it 
was that there was no high altar, save for 
a temporary one put in specially for the 
dedication. In fact the church had not yet 
been furnished, apart from two side-altars 
of “ richly carved and decorated oak ”, one 
of which was paid for by that constant 
benefactor, Mr. John Kelly. Contemporary 
accounts say nothing of the gallery above 
the entrance to the nave, but a high altar 
of white marble was under construction, 
while the stained-gla.ss windows in the ap.se 
were already in place. These were the gift 
of three merchants of Drogheda. Messrs. 
Cooney, Halligan and Norris. Fhe three 
central lights represent the Crucifixion, 
while two sets of three small windows to 
right and left illustrate scenes from the life 
of .St. Mary Magdalen. The only other 
feature already in place was the wall anti 
railing separating the church from the road, 
the work of Grendon and Co., a local firm.

What a change it must have been for 
those who had prayed all their lives in the 
old Linen Hall chapel ! The new chureh, 
with a total length of 111 feet, was twice 
as long as the old. No narrow aisles blocked 
the view of the altar: the handsome nave 
stretched thirty feel across, widening to 
sixty-two at the transepts. In height too, 
the new building far surpas.sed the old, for 
the ceiling rose to forty-five feet and the 
tower to ninety. The tower in particular 
took the fancy of the journalist from the 
Drogheda Argus : “ the tower is covered 
with a gabled roof. At the belfry stage, 
each face is pierced with triplet windows, 
the centre-pieces of which are formed of 
coupled monolith shafts which give a very 
light and open appearance.” F'or all these 
advantages, many were sorry to leave the 
old Linen Hall chapel in which they had 
prayed for a lifetime. “ It was very 
rievolional,” they used to say.

Father Meadthe, who had worked for 
ten long years to build the new church, 
died after a short illness just eight months 
after the solemn opening. He died, in fact, 
at six in the morning while the bell of his 
tiew .St. Magdalen’s was ringing out the 
Angelus. His friends buried him under a 
fine stone cross in the grounds of the 
church. The long inscription might have 
been reduced to a single phrase: “ This 
beautiful church which overshadows his 
grave will be a lasting monument of his 
piety and worth.” One month later, in 
June, 1879, when the new high altar was 
finally placed in St. Magdalen’s, the first 
Mass celebrated on it was the month’s mind 
for Fr Patrick Vincent Meadthe. Until 
t|uite recently, a small marble slab set into 
the .sanctuary wall on the “ epistle side ’ 
recalled the fact that the high altar itself 
was erected in his memory.
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The mantle of Father Meadthe's immense 
popularity and esteem fell on Fr Antoninus 
Boyd, prior from 1876 to 1882, a priest who 
had apparently been working in Drogheda 
almost as long as Father Meadthe himself. 
To him fell the task of building a new 
priory and of furnishing the new church. 
With the only other member of the com­
munity, Fr, Albert Ryan, he took lodgings 
in Fair Street when their old house and the 
chapel behind it were pulled down to clear 
the chosen site. The new priory, set well 
in from the street, would occupy exactly 
the site of the former church. Father 
Boyd, in his fund-raising schemes, had the 
twin advantages of being entirely free from 
debt and of being able to rely on the bound­
less generosity of the the people of Drogheda.

On a Sunday afternoon in January 1880, 
the Ladies Altar .Society held a meeting in 
the “ vestry ” (probably the confraternity- 
room) of the new church, and a series of 
bazaars was organised, one of which alone 
brought in more than £1,200. The prior’s 
plan was that the building should blend 
with the church; it too would be of cut- 
stone in the Gothic or “ pointed ” style. 
With extraordinary foresight, he allowed 
for no less than eight bedrooms some sixty 
years before the community grew large 
enough to need them. The architect was 
again Mr Ashlin and the contractor Mr 
James McAdorey of Dundalk who under­
took to build the priory for £2,584.

The foundation stone was solemnly 
blessed on 5 June 1881 by the Provincial 
of the time, Fr John Towers, who was 
given a silver trowel in honour of the occa­
sion. Three Franciscans of Drogheda 
celebrated High Mass after the ceremony, 
but no bishop attended what was very much 
a “family” gathering. Fr Tom Burke, the 
great preacher of the day, delivered yet 
another fine sermon for Drogheda. Among 
the many visitors was Fr Bartholomew 
Russell of Cork, architect of the reformed 
Irish Dominican Province, respectfully 
known to his brethren as the “Patriarch”. 
It must have cheered his old heart to see 
yet another of the venerable convents of 
Hibernia Dominicana rise, so to speak, from 
the ashes. There was a choir that day, 
directed by Miss Snow “ at the organ ”. 
The good lady, to tell the truth, can have 
had no better than a harmonium to play.
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for many a year would pass before a proper 
organ would be installed.

The priory took only fourteen months to 
build, whereas the church had taken eight 
years. Father Boyd had been wise to employ 
a main contractor. Mr. McAdorey of 
Dundalk worked quickly and worked well. 
Yet another, but final ceremony took place 
on 12 August 1882 when Father Towers 
returned to bless the new priory of St 
Magdalen’s. There was Mass at noon and 
Father Tom Burke, preaching at Drogheda 
for the fifth and last time, held his audience 
spellbound for a full hour after the Gospel. 
The collection, taken up by the former 
Mayor, Alderman Mangan, and members 
of the Corporation, came to £400. When 
all was over. Father Boyd and his com­
panion were able to furnish a few rooms 
in the new building and take possession, 
glad enough to leave the rented rooms in 
Fair Street where they had been living for 
more than a year.

Brother James Duggan
In 1879, just after the building of the 

new church, a laybrother named James 
Duggan came to join the three priests of 
the community, the first in a long line of 
brothers who have faithfully served St. 
Magdalen’s right up to the present day. 
He was unusual in that he had been a lay 
tertiary from the 1850s when there were 
about fourteen thriving chapters of 
tertiaries in Roscommon, Longford, West­
meath and Offaly. Brother James, at an 
early age, was prior of the chapter at 
Durrow near 1 ullamore and remembered 
how they used wear the habit when going 
in procession to meet the Provincial once a 
year. On one such occasion “the singers were 
led by a brother who played a flute.” He 
also remembered how strictly the men kept 
the women under control. “ While the 
Brothers appeared in the secular clothing 
of their class, not using every colour, the 
Sisters were greatly looked after by the 
Brothers. When the old custom of the 
heavy cloaks went out and females gave up 
wearing the hood and kerchief on the head, 
and began the bonnets and other coloured 
garments, the men were rigorous in 
forbidding ribbons, fringes or any kind of



ornament. Fhe Brothers would always have 
them appear in black with dress and head­
covering of the simplest material and of 
the most severe form.”

These tertiary chapters flourished with 
practically no direction from any Dominican 
priest. I heir members were tested for years 
before receiving the habit, and for many 
years again before profession. Even though 
few had been to school, each chapter would 
have a library of about fifty books. On 
Sundays they spent four or five hours in 
the chapel, praying, reading and teaching 
catechism long before it was time for Mass. 
Many of them would travel at least twenty 
miles to and from their chapter meetings, 
and that mostly on foot. Even though many 
were quite young, they seem to have been 
celibate and reserved. “ It would be looked 
upon as a sacrilege if a Tertiary Brother 
had any part in ordinary amusement and 
gaiety.” Brother James was born near 
Castletown-Cieoghegan in 1836, joined the 
Order at Tallaght at the age of forty and 
died at Drogheda in 1893.

Father Patrick Conway
These reminiscences of the Third Order 

in the midlands were taken down by Fr 
Patrick Conway who came to Drogheda as 
vicar of the nuns of Siena Convent in 1883 
and remained there until his death. He 
was no ordinary priest and no ordinary 
vicar, but one of the most saintly Irish 
Dominicans of the century. A Dubliner by 
birth, he studied at Lisbon, and still looked 
so young on his return to Dublin in 1846 
that a parcel of tops and marbles was left 
in to the priory with the note: “These are 
for the boy priest lately arrived.” The boy 
priest became prior of Cork in 1855 and 
held that office (being very much a member 
of the “reform” party) for more than ten 
years before succeeding Fr Tom Burke as 
master of novices at Tallaght in 1866. And 
when he was elected Provincial in 1872, he 
made history by retaining the guidance of 
the novices throughout his provincialate. He 
never looked for these positions. When 
finally he had to leave Tallaght after twenty 
years, the prospect of saying good-bye to so 
many friends seemed so dreadful that he 
packed and left unknown to the community.

At Drogheda, the nuns thought to please 
their new vicar by singing the “ Rorate 
Coeli” as he was vesting in the sacristy, 
but that haunting chant reminded him so 
keenly of Tallaght that he broke down and 
could not enter the chapel for several 
minutes.

One might think there was some affecta­
tion or lack of balance in such a man, yet 
he was venerated both by the nuns and by 
the countless Dominicans with whom he 
lived down the years. On the occasion of 
the golden jubilee of his priesthood in 1896, 
the entire Province presented him with a 
finely decorated chalice and a special 
“ address ” printed on vellum. Although 
religious are the last to praise those with 
whom they live, this formal address contains 
a compliment which must be unique in the 
history of the Irish Province: “these past 
fifty years have been most nobly and 
most faithfully spent in the practice of every 
Christian virtue that could adorn a true son 
of St. Dominic.”

On his death in 1898, the large confra­
ternity room attached to the church of St 
Magdalen was arranged for the occasion 
as a mortuary chapel, “and to it came the 
faithful in great numbers to pray and to 
honour the mortal remains of the holy 
priest, so greatly venerated by all. Towards 
the end, the people became so eager in their 
devotion that a guard had to be set lest the 
habit, scapuar and cloak should be cut in 
pieces as relics. Children surrounded the 
coffin, showing no signs of fear. Mothers 
lifted up their little ones to touch the hands. 
All felt the impression of sanctity; that the 
holy face now calm in death was that of a 
saint.”

The Windows of 
St Magdalen's

The two side-altars of carved oak, facing 
down the church on either side of the high 
altar, were dedicated to Our Lady and St. 
Joseph. The western transept thus became, 
for all practical purposes, a “ Lady Chapel”. 
Above the altar a stained-glass window of 
three lights represents Our Lady giving the 
Rosary to Saints Dominic and Catherine. 
The inscription reads: “ Pray for the soul of
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Kate McConnell who died Feb. II, 1880, to 
whose memory this window is erected by 
her brother James John Keappock.'

The west wall of the same transept has a 
small upper window representing St. Thomas 
Aquinas, surmounting two sets of three- 
light windows. The older set, that closer 
to the altar, was erected "by the people of 
Drogheda in memory of Fr. Antonins Boyd 
O.P. who lived for sixty years amongst 
them ”. The window shows his patron St. 
Antoninus, the Dominican archbishop of 
Florence, healing the sick. The face of the 
Dominican wearing the black cappa in the 
left-hand panel is that of Father Boyd 
himself, builder of the priory. He died in 
1916 and was buried near the church beside 
F'ather Meadthe and Brother James Duggan.

The second .set of windows belongs to a 
much later date, as one would notice even 
from the subject ; Christ the King. It is 
inscribed "in memory of Alphonsus J. 
McQuillan. Erected by his loving wife and 
family ". While the other windows were

made by Mayer of Munich and London, this 
McQuillan window was the work of Clarke 
of Dublin about 1950. Alphonsus McQuillan 
had a brother named Joseph who entered 
the Order in 1900, served for twenty years 
in Trinidad, and died at Dublin in 1935.

Turning then to the eastern tran.sept, the 
windows above St. Joseph's altar were 
erected in 1891 "by Mrs. Connolly in 
memory of her husband James Connolly 
and her daughter Alice May." On the 
east wall of the transept there are again two 
.sets of three lights, corresixmding to those 
straight across the church. The set nearer 
the altar, representing the Nativity, is 
inscribed : "In memory of Mary .Sarah 
McQuaile, erected by her loving husband 
Michael McQuaile. West Street. Drogheda." 
Before her marriage. Mrs. McQuaile was 
one of the Bradys of West Street. In 1932 
her daughter Kathleen or Kitty, later 
president of the Altar Society, presented the 
golden ciborium still u.sed in the church. The 
Nativity window was probably made by
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Mayer, as that of St, Joseph certainly was. 
The second set of windows, by Clarke of 
Dublin, again betrays its later date by the 
subject chosen ; the Assumption of Our 
Lady. There are fashions in devotion just 
as there are in everything else. This window 
was donated by Mr. P. McCann in memory 
of his brother Hugh. The family were then 
grocers and wine merchants in West Street. 
On the wall above all these windows there 
is a small one of St. Vincent Ferrer, the 
great Spanish Dominican preacher.

It is said that the elaborate window over 
the “ Boyne Door ” or main entrance to the 
church was originally designed as a Rosary 
window to depict the fifteen mysteries of the 
Rosary. Yet it has six lights rather than 
five- could only be seen by people leaving 
the church, and if ever fitted with stained- 
glass would greatly darken the interior. At 
the moment there is only one stained-glass 
window in the body of the nave, above the 
Shrine of St. Martin de Porres on the east 
wall. Like all the others already described, 
it comprises three lights, rounded off at the 
top by some Gothic tracery. It was made 
in 1948 by the Dublin firm of Earley and 
was erected by Mrs. Moira D. McArdle in 
memory of her deceased parents, Patrick 
and Mary Elizabeth Drew, What is 
particularly attractive about it is that it 
represents the patroness of the church. Each 
of the three lights is occupied by a single 
figure—Jesus between Martha and Mary— 
while across the base runs the divine charter 
of the contemplative life: “ Mary hath 
chosen the best part which shall not be taken 
away from her.”

The Organ Gallery
When the church was first opened to the 

public, it was scarcely furnished at all. So 
far as sacred music was concerned, Mr. 
McGough, Miss Snow and Miss Callaghan, 
all directors of the choir in the 1880’s, had 
to manage with a harmonium. It took 
twenty years to install a real organ. The 
famous Dublin firm of Telford and Telford 
were given the contract, and Mr. Telford 
himself played the new instrument during 
High Mass on the opening day, 23 May, 
1897. The organ was powered by an 
hydraulic engine or, more simply, a water

pump, replaced in 1933 by an “electric 
blower.”

This first organ was found in 1944 to be 
infested with woodworm. In any case it 
obstructed much of the Boyne window 
behind it. During the priorship of Fr 
Columba Courtney, the organ was 
demolished, the gallery itself lowered, and a 
new stairs put in. Mr. Rooney built a new 
organ, using some spare parts from the old, 
and the instrument was first played at 
Midnight Mass in 1950. Miss McGeough, 
organist from 1919 to 1949, arranged many 
operas and concerts on behalf of the church 
and priory.

The graceful design of the marble high 
altar, since removed, can be judged only 
from some old photographs. A tall and 
very narrow spire rose above the tabernacle, 
enclosing a large brass crucifix which, with 
six matching candlesticks, was donated in 
1881 by Mrs. Carroll as ‘an offering to the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.” Two large 
statues stood on wooden brackets at each 
extremity of the apse, close to the altar- 
rails : the Sacred Heart on the right and St 
Catherine of Siena at the other side close 
to Our Lady’s altar. The statues were 
■removed long ago, but there is still a golden 
chalice presented to Father Boyd in 1910 
by Misses Annie and Josephine MacCreanor 
on the golden jubilee of his profession.

Right from the start the church has 
suffered from damp, and practically every 
means known to science has failed to solve 
the problem. The windows, especially 
those on the Dominic Street side, have had 
to be reset time and time again. The first 
recorded alterations were those carried out 
by Fr Thaddaeus Crofts (1913-1919), He 
moved the high altar out a little from the 
wall, probably for the convenience of altar- 
boys and sacristans, and laid a mosaic 
pavement in the sanctuary. Father Crofts 
also put down new tiles on the aisle from 
the main door to the altar-rails and heated 
the church for the first time. The three 
confessionals now in use were installed in 
1922. In those early days both church 
and priory were lit by gas, but all this 
changed rather hurriedly in 1930 when 
“ the gas pipes began to leak in the church ” 
and the ESB was called to the rescue. From
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1934 the heating system in the church has 
been run on oil instead of solid fuel, but the 
priory had to wait until 1963 for the luxury 
of central heating.

Among the names of those living at St. 
Magdalen's around the beginning of the 
century, one notices that of a constant 
migrant, Fr. Ambrose Coleman. However 
little time he may have spent in the city. 
Father Coleman deserves to be remembered 
there. Not because he wrote some excellent 
historical books, but for his successful 
efforts to preserve the Magdalen Tower. He 
had a tablet put on it in 1906, as a deterrent 
to anyone inclined to knock it down, and 
succeeded in 1912 in having the monument 
surrounded by a railing as a further deterrent 
to those who never read tablets. Among his 
unpublished works is a biography of Fr 
Patrick Conway with whom he lived at 
Drogheda in 1896.

Fr Jordan Powell was for twenty years 
vicar of the Siena nuns, but belonged to the 
Drogheda community for only three years 
(1916-1918), though he did return briefly

later on. When Benedict XV decreed the 
beatification of Oliver Plunkett in 1918, 
Father Powell wrote two short biographies 
of the martyred Primate. The first was an 
ordinary pamphlet, but the second was larger 
and had many interesting illustrations. Both 
were printed by the Independent. The head 
of Blessed Oliver was given to St. Peter’s by 
the nuns in 1921, and in the following year 
Siena Convent closed its boarding school in 
favour of a fully contemplative life. The 
nuns then began the daily adoration of the 
Blessed .Sacrament to which they and the 
people of Drogheda have been faithful ever 
since.

Brother Andrew Ryan
.St. Magdalen's is unusual in that the most 

permanent and beloved members of the 
community over the past hundred years have 
been brothers rather than priests. There 
have been remarkable priors, men of great 
ability, such as Fr Dominic Geelan or Fr 
Dominic Fitzmaurice, but however capable

DOMINICAN ALTAR SODALITY DROGHEDA 1931

First row (seated) —Joseph Craig, James McGuiga.-i, Michael Lochrin, Rev. Bra. Ryan, O.P., V. Rev. 
Fr. McKenna, O.P., Liam MeSorley, Michael MeSorley, Patrick Smyth. Second row (standing) —Owen 
Lochrin, Shaun Black, Thomas Branigan, Michael O'Hagan, Thomas McDonnell, Garrett Lynch. Third 
row (standing) —Joseph Roche, Anthony Weldon, Thomas McNally, Patrick McConnell, Michael 
McGuigan, Shane Donnelly, Brian McDonnell, Peter McNally. Top row — Patrick Bell, Leo Branigan, 

Thomas Craig, Patrick Duffy, Thomas Dwyer, Bernard McManus, Oliver Craig, Eugene Black.
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a prior may be, his term of office is fixed 
and when the day comes he must go. There 
have been others too. priests famous in 
their generation like Fr Stanislaus Hogan or 
Fr Antoninus Keane, yet they made their 
mark elsewhere and came to Drogheda only 
for “ a safe haven and peace at the last ”. It 
is the brothers who are remembered, and 
none more warmly than Brother Andrew 
Ryan.

Brother Andrew was born at Upiier- 
church. County Tipperary, in 1882. After 
some initial training at Tallaght, Newbridge 
and Dundalk, he came to Drogheda in 1919 
and never left St. Magdalen’s until his death 
in 1949. During those thirty years he took 
care of church, sacristy and garden, while 
at the same time developing some surprising 
talents. By nature he was neat and 
efficient, very courteous in manner, popular 
with the people, although he is said to have 
retained “ a certain dignity ”. The skill he 
developed in cultivating roses for the church 
was applied with equal success to the large 
band of altar-boys he marshalled around 
him. He trained them carefully in their 
duties and led them to understand that only 
the best behaviour and appearance were 
good enough in church.

His free time was given over to York­
shire canaries. Cocker spaniels and clay 
pigeon shooting. The surprising thing is 
that he was so successful in all three 
hobbies. His canaries took first prizes at 
Belfast, Lurgan and Portadown. A Cocker 
dog and bitch he presented at the R.D.S. 
in 1938 won two green stars. He became 
a member of the Irish Kennel Club and 
judged dog championships all over Ireland. 
England and Scotland. As a member of 
the Irish Gun Club Association, Brother 
Andrew came to be reckoned one of the 
finest shots in the country. The only set­
back to his sporting career was a letter 
from the Provincial advising against golf.

Yet all these interests covered a span of 
thirty years and took no more than the 
holidays to which he was fully entitled. 
He is warmly remembered still, thirty years 
after his death, by those he trained as 
altar-boys long ago. And he is remem­
bered. not for birds or dogs or clay pigeons, 
but for his careful service of the church 
and the religious courtesy he showed to all.

Changes in the Church: 
1956-1974

No significant changes were made in the 
church until 1958, during the priorship of 
Fr. Norbert Barry. Since there never had 
been a private oratory in which the com­
munity might recite the divine office, a 
fine and rather original one was built in 
the form of a wide corridor leading from 
the sacristy around the outer curve of the 
apse. The altar in this oratory, donated 
by Mr. Desmond Grant, was first used on 
4 November 1958. Father Barry also 
employed the Irish Mo.saic Company to 
execute panels showing scenes from the 
life of St. Mary Magdalen beneath the 
windows of the apse.

Under a new prior, Fr. Anselm 
Moynihan, St. Magdalen’s got its first micro­
phone in 1959. It also got two marble 
side-altars in 1962, replacing those of carved 
oak which were given to St. Mary’s parish 
across the river. A year later, Fu'. .loseph 
Collins built the small but decent shrine 
of St. Martin de Porres in the form of a 
chapel jutting out from the east wall of 
the nave. Irish devotion to St. Martin, the 
dark-skinned laybrother from Peru, can be 
traced back to Fr. Stephen Glendon at 
Tralee about the year 1943. On moving 
to Cork after the war. Father Glendon 
continued to spread this devotion with the 
help of Br. Antoninus Dowling, while from 
about 1947 Fr. Louis Coffey of Dublin was 
fully active in the same good cause. St. 
Martin, therefore, came late to Drogheda, 
but he came to stay.

The Second Vatican Council, with all its 
emphasis on a renewed liturgy, spelt the 
end of the elaborate high altar and led to 
the complete refurnishing of the sanctuary. 
This work, begun by Fr. Finian Lynch in 
1969, went on until 1974 during the prior- 
ship of Fr. John Cahill. The new altar 
of white marble, like most new altars, is 
a salutary reminder of the Mass-rocks of 
former times. It also permits the priest to 
face the people, is completely free on all 
sides (a help to concelebration) and has 
the great artistic merit of simplicity. Most 
of the cost was borne by Mr. Patrick Mohan.
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A new carpet was put down to cover the 
old mosaic floor, and a new tabernacle 
(the gift of Mrs. McArdle of Wellington 
Quay) was set at eye-level into the wall of 
the apse. It was then that windows were 
put into the apse wall between the sanc­
tuary and the choir. Monsignor L.nverty, 
vicar general, consecrated the new altar 
on the feast of St. Mary Magdalen, 22 
July, 1970.

When the old wooden pulpit was removed 
in 1971 it became obvious that the pillar 
just behind it was out of plumb. The 
finger of suspicion immediately pointed to 
the belfry above, and after four months’ 
expert examination it became evident that 
the belfry was still moving. A supporting 
wall was then built between two of the three 
pillars in Our Lady’s transept, so that while 
St. Magdalen’s still has a “ leaning tower ” 
the rate of movement is almost negligible.

Like the old pulpit, the Stations of the 
Cross too were taken down in the name 
of progress. These were large oil-paintings 
of no artistic but great sentimental value 
which had been in the church as long as 
anyone could remember. Every effort was 
made to find them a suitable home some­
where else, but they could neither be sold 
nor given away and were eventually taken 
by someone who wanted the frames. The 
new Stations in carved wood came to St. 
Magdalen’s as a gift from the Sligo com­
munity in 1973. For years they had been 
in the old church of Holy Cross, but did 
not suit the new church opened at Sligo 
in that year.

The final touches to the new sanctuary 
were given as late as 1974. Fr. Henry 
Flanagan of Newbridge College designed and 
made a copper-enamel front piece, rep­
resenting the seven Sacraments, to make 
the altar look less severe. Following his 
advice, the height of the reading-desk was 
reduced and the tabernacle brought out from 
the wall to be set on a white marble 
pedestal. Sister Paul of Siena Convent made 
a special veil to hang in front of the “ambo” 
or reading-desk. So much work on the 
sanctuary made the rest of the church look 
shabby by comparison but this too was 
renovated completely by Christmas 1975.
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Brother Anthony 
McNamara

Brother Anthony became such an institu­
tion in Drogheda that one tends to forget 
that when he went there first he was a man 
of sixty-one with a life-time of hard work 
behind him. He was born in Clare and 
spent many decades as a careful sacristan 
in the convents of Newry, Galway and 
Limerick. He was also known as a good 
cook and gardener, but more famous still 
as a collector of money for the improve­
ment of the various churches he served. 
Although straightforward in speech, even 
at times to the point of bluntness, he had 
a winning way with him which few were 
able to resist. Thanks to this gift of parting 
people from their money, he raised most 
of the necessary funds for the new convent 
built at Limerick by Fr. Leo McArdle in
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1942. A story is also told of how he brought 
a large quantity of linen across the Border 
and escaped the Customs men by turning 
a particularly thin house-boy from the priory 
in Newry into a walking clothes-horse.

Although no longer young on reaching 
Drogheda in 1950, Brother Anthony was 
to work there for iwenty-five years during 
which he endeared himself to all, especially 
to school-children who visited the church 
and found that he always had time to talk 
and encourage them. It was at Drogheda 
that he celebrated the golden jubilee of his 
profession, and from Drogheda that he went 
in 1972 to be received by the President at 
Arus an Uactarain. He worked hard to

within a fortnight of his death. For years 
he took care of the “ country quest,” with 
Mr. Joseph Hoey as his patient and careful 
driver.

In his last few years. Brother Anlhony 
was most often to be found in the church 
with his stick and his Rosary. Certainly 
he went to the church to pray, but he also 
went to meet whoever passed in or out 
during the day. It was an apostolate of 
his own, in which he talked to God and 
to his friends without ever breaking the con­
versation. He died on 18 April 1975 at 
the age of eighty-five and was laid to rest 
In St. Peter’s Cemetery with many another 
who had served St. Magdalen’s before him.

Looking Back
The first St. Magdalen’s

The walls and gates of Drogheda, which 
enclosed the city until about 1800, are still 
impressive even though St. Lawrence’s Gate 
is the only substantial portion that remains. 
If the many other gates and linking walls 
were equally massjve and imposing, old 
Drogheda must have been a handsome city 
in its day. Yet when the Dominicans or 
Friars Preachers first arrived in 1224, these 
famous walls had not yet been built. Only 
rough palisades or earthworks protected the 
small Anglo-Norman colony which had 
occupied the ancient settlement a generation 
before. Hugh de Lacy, one of the first 
Norman invaders, built two castles on the 
southern or Meath side of the Boyne at 
Drogheda. The city itself straddled the 
strategic bridge from which it took its name, 
and the Dominicans chose a site on the 
northern rim of the town where the 
Magdalen tower or steeple still cuts the 
skyline. This spot may well have been 
outside the ramparts when the friars came 
first, to be enclosed at a later date. At 
Dublin, to which they first came from Eng­
land earlier in the same year, and again 
at Kilkenny a year later, they settled out­
side the walls, either because they could 
not find a place inside or preferred to live 
more freely outside them.

In any case, we know very little about the 
first Dominicans of Drogheda. Their foun­
dation was underwritten by Luke Netter- 
ville, Anglo-Norman archbishop of Armagh, 
who is said to have been buried in their 
church jn 1227. The friars themselves came 
from or through England and spoke a 
peculiar language called Norman-French, 
but yet they soon blended with both the 
Anglo-Norman and Irish communities. One 
of their own, who became archbishop of 
Armagh and was buried by the Dominicans 
of Drogheda in 1270, bore the unmistake- 
ably Irish name of Patrick O’Scannell. The 
new priory, most likely a modest house 
“ of clay and wattles made,” was dedicated 
to St. Mary Magdalen, a saint of whom 
the Dominicans were always fond. When 
Christ rose from the dead, it was she who 
was sent to tell St. Peter and the others, 
becoming an apostle to the apostles, and 
therefore a most suitable “ protectress ” for 
the Friars Preachers who were setting out 
to do in the thirteenth century what the 
apostles had done in the first.

The Magdalen tower, as it stands today, 
cannot have belonged to the first Dominican 
church. It was built later when the friars 
were better established and could rely on 
wealthy benefactors. The whole complex 
of church and convent survived practically 
intact until about 1770 when all but the
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Magdalen Tower, site of the first foundation the 
Dominicans made in Drogheda in 1224.

tower was taken away. Some say that the 
tower alone proves that the church was in 
the shape of a cross, but the pointed arch 
on which it rests is so narrow and so high 
that it is more reasonable to see it as the 
centre of a long, narrow church on an east- 
west axis. Beyond the tower, facing the sea 
to the east, stood the altar and the choir- 
stalls in which the friars prayed. At the 
other, western end there was room for the 
people, and in between (under the arch of 
the tower) a rood-screen which was lifted 
only for the Consecration during the Mass. 
The site covered an acre and a half in 1540, 
but not even the foundations of the various 
buildings on it could be discovered more 
than a century ago. Some glazed and 
decorated tiles from the medieva' friary, 
which came to light in 1950. seem to have 
been imported from Cheshire during the 
fourteenth century.

All, then, that remains of either church 
or convent, apart from a few expensive 
tiles, is the Magdalen tower. But what a 
tower ! Higher than any other Dominican
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tower in Ireland, rising from the highest 
point of the city, graceful in design, resting 
only on a slender arch, and yet as old as 
any monument in Drogheda. One would 
think it square in plan, but there is a 
slight projection on the northern face where 
an enclosed spiral staircase rises from above 
the arch to the top. Since a few ladders 
inside would have .served the same pur­
pose, and the staircase upsets the symmetry 
of the tower, the stairs may have been 
added to buttress the tower itself.

Life in Medieval 
Drogheda

Drogheda was a Norman stronghold of 
the Pale, a river-port conveniently facing 
England, a small but crowded city o 
merchants and tradesmen. It must have 
been quite a colourful place, since the free­
men dressed according to their profession 
and social status, while the many groups 
of friars, monks and canons wore distinc­
tive religious habits on the streets. “Wild 
Irishmen ” too, coming in to fairs and mar­
kets, wearing only their shirts and shaggy 
mantles, added variety to the scene. Much 
of the social life of the city turned on 
religious celebrations and on the guilds 
or trade-unions into which workers of 
every category combined to protect their 
interests. There was occasional fear of 
attack from the ever-stronger “ Irish ” 
outside, but far greater and much more 
constant danger within, from plague or fire, 
because of the open sewers, the heaps of 
refuse, the straying animals, and the crowd­
ing together of so many wooden houses 
(usually thatched) in such a narrow space.

The role of the Dominicans in that 
society was to offer a mobile group of 
preachers, better prepared for their task 
than the usual run of medieval priests, and 
not tied down (like the Cistercians and 
other monks) within the walls of their own 
convents. Their churches were designed 
to hold as many as possible, but they also 
preached in the parish churches of the 
countryside. To lend what we would call 
“ credibility ” to their teaching, they led a 
very severe life, never (for example) eating



meat, and depending for their support on 
the alms of the faithful rather than on landed 
property.

How faithful the Dominicans of medieval 
Drogheda were to this ideal is something 
we shall never know, but they seem to have 
been poor enough. From 1253 right up to 
their suppression in 1543, they received 
an annual alms from the King of England, 
though there may have been long periods 
during which they saw little of the royal 
bounty. The first prior of the community 
mentioned in any source was deposed from 
office by a General Chapter of the Order 
held at London in 1263. Neither the priest’s 
name nor the nature of his fault appears 
in the record.

From the same thirteenth century, there 
are two papal documents in which the 
Dominican prior of Drogheda (unnamed) was 
commanded to concern him.self with the 
irregular election of an archdeacon of 
Armagh and with civil encroachment on the 
rights of the Church in Dromore. Between 
1266 and 1274, the community was also 
active in preaching and collecting alms for 
the seventh and last Crusade, a rathei hope­
less venture on which Prince Edward, the 
heir of Henry 111, set out in 1270. A 
certain Father Clement of Drogheda took 
a leading part in the collection.

The many Dominican houses in Ireland, 
and there were eventually about thirty-five 
before they were all suppressed, were kept 
tightly under English control and were 
ruled by an English superior for centuries. 
In the normal course of events they would 
have constituted a Province of the Order, 
responsible only to Rome, as soon as they 
had a reasonable number of priories. As 
it happened, this sort of division was based 
on language rather than on territory and 
the creation of a new Province was as much 
a matter of politics as of better administra­
tion. The English Provincials kept control 
by means of a compromise : from at least 
as early as 1256, the Irish houses constituted 
a vicariat ruled by a vicar of the 
English Provincial. This Irish vicariat 
held chapters or meetings of its own, 
three of which took place at Drogheda 
in 1290, 1303 and 1347. The number of 
friars attending from all over Ireland must 
have been great, but this tells us nothing

of the size of the priory. Visitors may 
have lodged elsewhere in the city, and were 
in any case accustomed to sleep in dormi­
tories rather than in cells.

Carrickfergus, on the northern shore of 
Belfast Lough, was another early Anglo- 
Norman stronghold, far more important 
than the cluster of huts at the mouth of the 
Lagan where Belfast stands today. In 1300 
a prisoner named Walter, son of Hugh, 
escaped from Carrickfergus gaol and took 
legal sanctuary with the Dominicans in 
Drogheda. Another of the .same name, 
Walter Galwey, took refuge with them too. 
Both were pardoned for their crimes on the 
understanding that they would leave the 
country. When Edward Bruce invaded the 
north from Scotland, Carrickfergus was one 
of the first places he attacked. Drogheda 
immediately sent an armed force under 
Thomas Mandeville to its defence. Bruce 
was defeated, but Mandeville died on the 
field of arms and was buried with the 
Franciscans nearby. The dead warrior must 
have had some connection with St. Mag­
dalen’s, for in 1317 the prior of Drogheda 
sent two of his friars — William Aubrey 
and Florence de Ardino — to bring his body 
home despite the protests of the northern 
Franciscans. The prior’s name does not 
appear, but it may have been John le Rous 
who held that office in 1319. Florence 
de Ardino, despite his rather Italian name, 
may have been a native of Ardee.

The Black Death
Just one year after the vicariat chapter in 

1347, the bubonic plague known as the 
Black Death reached Ireland from the East. 
According to Friar Clyn, the gentle 
Franciscan annalist who foresaw his own 
death in this disaster, the plague claimed 
its first victims at Howth and Dalkey, and 
“ almost destroyed and laid waste the cities 
of Dublin and Drogheda ”. Between August 
and Christmas of that year, no less than 
14.000 people died in Dublin. Eight 
Dominicans of Kilkenny died within the 
space of a few months. One can presume 
that the citizens and friars of Drogheda had 
to bury thousands of their own. The Pale 
took two centuries to recover from the
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calamity. The famous archbishop of Armagh 
Richard Fitzralph. later venerated as St. 
Richard of Dundalk, preached at Drogheda 
in March 1349, urging the terrified people to 
invoke the intercession of Our Lady.

By this time, the friars of England and 
Norman Ireland lived rather more comfort­
ably than they had done in the days of 
Saints Francis and Dominic. .Satirical 
ballads took up the theme with relish. 
Archbishop Fitzralph too had some crows to 
pluck with the friars, and minced no words 
when dealing with those of Dundalk and 
Drogheda. All his complaints concerned 
the sacrament of penance, for the friars 
(exempt from his jurisdiction) too readily 
absolved {jenitents whom the archbishop 
had excommunicated, and did not insist on 
full restitution when absolving those who 
had failed to pay tithes. This struggle 
began at Drogheda in 1350 and eventually 
involved the whole city, for in 1353 the 
archbishop went so far as to lay Drogheda 
under interdict. The wealthy merchants, 
he thought, were not contributing enough to 
diocesan funds.

The archbishop also attacked the guilds 
of Drogheda, not only because they feasted 
too well, but because they refused to admit 
members “ of a certain nation ”. St. Richard 
of Dundalk could find no bibical basis for 
the life of the begging friars, but at least he 
respected the lives of the “ wild Irishmen ” 
outside the Pale. Norman border-law took 
little account of murder, arson or robbery, 
once the victim was not a colonist. And 
many of the Anglo-Norman clergy reckoned 
it no sin at all to kill an Irishman.

Not long after the archbishop’s death. 
Lady Joan Fleming, wife of Lord Travers, 
and Lady Margaret Birmingham, wife of 
Lord Preston, were both buried in St 
Magdalen’s in 1361. Such events te.stify to 
the growing wealth and influence of the 
community, for these families were 
benefactors of the priory and noble ladies 
never slept in death without arranging 
founded Masses for their souls’ repose. On 
the other hand, the Dominican convent of 
Drogheda was the first Irish house 
connected with the reform launched on the 
continent by Raymond of Capua, then 
Master of the Order. In 1390, Nicholas
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Hill was appointed “ vicar of Ireland ” with 
special authority over the convent of 
Drogheda: “ so that he may gather there 
friars devoted to regular observance.” This 
return to the primitive constitutions of the 
Order may not in fact have taken root at 
Drogheda, since it had far more success in 
Gaelic areas than in the Pale.

Four years later, in 1394, the priory had a 
royal visitor, Richard 11 of England. Einding 
it next to impossible to control Ireland by 
p)ost, he came over to see whether the royal 
presence might make any impression on 
Irish rebels, English subjects, or that strange 
hybrid class. “ the degenerate English ”, who 
had become more Irish than the Irish 
themselves. Richard had some success, for 
many “ kings ” and chieftains saw the 
wisdom of showing respect to a monarch who 
had never seen them before and was most 
unlikely to see them again. And so, in 
the Dominican church at Drogheda, Richard 
II received the feudal homage of Niall Og 
O’Neill, king of Ulster, and his more 
outstanding chieftains : O’Hanlon, Mac- 
Donnell and MacMahon. The bishops of 
Kilfenora and Kilmacduagh also came to 
Drogheda to pledge their loyalty. Each in 
turn knelt before the King, laid aside his 
belt and weapons, and placed his hands in 
his, before being admitted to the “ kiss of 
peace.” This simple ceremony was of some 
political advantage to the Irish chieftains, 
and most certainly cost less than a war.

At much the same time. Pope Boniface 
IX extended the plenary indulgence of the 
Portiuncula to all who should visit St 
Magdalen’s or the chapel of Our Lady 
attached to it, and give alms towards their 
repair, on the feast of the Annunciation and 
the four days immediately following. This 
famous medieval indulgence took its name 
from the little church below Assisi in which 
St. Erancis received his call, the place he 
made his headquarters, and the place in 
which he died. The prior, lector and 
confessors of the Drogheda community were 
also permitted to grant the indulgence on 
other occasions at their own discretion. This 
“ Great Indulgence ” was annually preached 
in St. Magdalen’s as late as 1950, and a 
framed modern copy of the document may 
yet be seen near the sacristy. In 1401, the



same Pope granted another but less 
prestigious indulgence of seven years and 
seven quarantines for the same purpose. 
Clearly, St. Magdalen’s was in need of repair 
and not as much frequented as the 
Dominicans would have liked. The Magdalen 
tower may well have been built on the 
strength of these indulgences.

A Dominican 
Peacemaker

Medieval Drogheda was peculiar in that it 
had two boroughs, one for each side of the 
river: Drogheda “ facing Meath ” and 
Drogheda "facing Uriel” or Louth. 
Incoming ve.ssels preferred to berth on the 
Meath side to avoid taxes levied on the 
other, with the result that Drogheda “ facing 
Meath ” monopolised imports. This led to 
quarrels, fighting and even bloodshed' 
especially on Drogheda's only bridge. A 
Dominican named Philip Bennett eventually 
called both parties to St. Peter’s church 
where he preached to them on the text : 
"How good and pleasant it is for brothers to 
live together in unity ”.

The sermon closed with a stirring appeal. 
“ Will you be united to the Body of 
Christ ? ” One of his hearers, William 
Symcock, answered for them all, “ we will ”, 
and it was agreed to ask the King to blend 
the two boroughs into one. The result was 
the signing of a royal charter on 1 November 
1412 whereby the town and suburbs in both 
counties were constituted the new “ county 
of Drogheda ” under one mayor and two 
sheriffs, to be elected by the burgesses and 
commonalty of the town. The first Mayor, 
unanimously elected, was none other than 
the William Symcock who had expressed 
the general desire for peace.

Just a few months later, in April 1413, 
two young Dominicans were ordained 
acolytes at St. Peter’s church, receiving one 
of the " minor orders ” which under the old 
arrangement led gradually to the priesthood. 
Th; interesting thing about them is that 
their names were so clearly Irish : Magonius 
O’Hilly and John O’Kyltaun.

This slow blending of Irish and Norman 
stock found full expression in the person of 
Thomas Fitzgerald, the Great Earl of

Desmond, Lord Deputy of Ireland from 
1463 to 1467. Earl Thomas sympathised 
with the Irish, he spoke their language, he 
welcomed their chieftains and gallowgiasses 
even in the streets of Dublin. He wanted 
to establish a university at Drogheda : 
“ where may be made bachelors, masters and 
doctors in all sciences and faculties as at 
Oxford.” Nothing came of the idea, but 
that was scarcely Desmond’s fault. Edward 
IV grew uneasy about the power of the 
Geraldines and sent over a new Lieutenant, 
with the result that the Great Earl was 
attainted and his lands forfeited at a 
parliament held at Drogheda in 1468. 
Desmond forfeited also his life, for he was 
beheaded at Drogheda and buried at St. 
Magdalen’s. The body was later removed, 
though whether to Christ Church, Dublin, 
or to Tralee is not quite clear.

That very parliament, which killed both 
the Great Earl and two of his infant sons, 
took note of the fact that the Dominican 
priory at Drogheda was “ ruinous ”, and 
ordered the corporation of Dublin to 
subsidise the community at the rate of ten 
marks a year. Drogheda itself cannot have 
been too prosperous at the time and the 
situation, if anything, grew worse. Another 
dreadful plague decimated the city, and 
indeed the whole country, in 1479, to such 
an extent that the boats of Laytown (then a 
busy little port) lay rotting on the strand 
for want of anyone to use them.

Reform and Suppression
Despite English opposition, the Irish 

houses of the Order eventually managed to 
win recognition as an independent Province. 
That was in 1484, but they held on to their 
independence only for seven years. Their 
first provincial, Maurice O’Mochain Morall. 
came from Connacht where the reform 
movement had been a growing force since 
the early 1400s. In 1488, Father Morall 
obtained permission to reform the convents 
of Drogheda, Coleraine, Cork and Youghal, 
as well as any others he thought in need of 
it. Historians tend to dismiss this licence 
as ineffectual, pointing to the fact that St. 
Magdalen’s was already in ruin at the time 
of the suppression. But yet, in 1496, the
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archbishop of Armagh granted an indulgence 
to those who would give alms to Cornelius 
Gerald, prior of Drogheda, then preparing 
to quest in the northern parts of Armagh. 
Father Gerald had already repaired both 
church and convent; he had even provided 
books, lights and vestments, but needed 
money to improve it even more. Not 
necessarily proof of vigorous reform, but at 
least a shaft of light in the darkness.

After the collapse of the “Irish Province’ 
in 1491, a collapse due to English Domini­
can influence, Drogheda seems to have 
come once again under the English provin­
cial’s vicar in Ireland. Neither they, nor 
their brethren at Kilkenny, seem to have 
been happy with their position. Perhaps the 
two communities contained both English 
and Irish friars, or were internally split by 
parties for and against reform. In 1524, 
both Drogheda and Kilkenny had lacked a 
prior for twelve months, precisely because 
of their own disputes, and had violently 
rejected the lawful vicar of the English 
provincial.

This was a case of Nero fiddling while 
Rome burned, for the convent of St 
Magdalen was abruptly suppressed in 1540 
and surrendered three years later by the 
last prior, Peter Lewis. To tell the truth, 
they had not much to surrender, save for a 
few parks and gardens about the city and 
a “ villa ’’ of more than eight acres at 
Philipstown about two miles north of 
Drogheda on the road to Ballymakenny. 
The church and most of the dormitory had 
fallen down from age. Two bells were 
sold to a William Manning of Dublin, 
the site of one and a half acres was 
sold to Walter Dowdall and Edward Becke 
and by 1844 had passed to the Leigh family. 
The only other detail of interest is that 
the convent still received in 1540 a royal 
annuity of £6-13-4 by letters patent. And 
that, so far as we know, was the end of the 
Dominicans in Drogheda for quite a long 
while.

Eighty Homeless Years
Peter Lewis and his community probably 

made their way into Connacht or Ulster 
to priories not as yet suppressed. The 
older ones among them may have sheltered
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with their noble benefactors of Louth or 
Meath. .So far as is known, the Eranciscan 
guardian in Drogheda was the only friar in 
Ireland to receive a pension. Since Drog­
heda remained thoroughly Catholic, the 
Dominicans may have returned there during 
the brief reign of Queen Mary (1553-1558). 
The Jesuit diplomat David Wolfe, in a 
memorial of 1574, described Drogheda as 
“a great town near the sea, well walled in 
the old fashion and containing about 700 
or 800 inhabitanCs, all merchants or artisans, 
and all Catholics, though perforce they go 
to hear the Alcoran of the heretics. They 
have no munitions or artillery, but are 
armed only with bows, arquebuses and such­
like weapons.’’

Lather Wolfe was, of course, trying to 
encourage a Spanish invasion to topple the 
government of Queen Elizabeth in Ireland. 
Upon her death in 1603, the citizens of 
Drogheda evicted their Protestant ministers, 
bringing in priests in their stead. Public 
processions were organised, altars built, and 
no less than eighty M.tsses celebrated in 
two churches within a single day. It is 
hard to see where they would have 
found eighty or even forty priests, 
but similar scenes took place in Kilkenny 
and elsewhere at the same time, when it 
was widely believed that James I would 
allow his new subjects to profess the old 
religion.

In point of fact. James 1 had somewhat 
different plans for Ireland, so the Catholics 
of Drogheda had to become more secretive 
in matters religious. About the year 1611, 
the Protestant primate set out one day to 
find the priests of Drogheda. “ And by 
chance he broke up a door wherein two 
or three nuns did dwell at the back. There 
was a little chapel where the friars did say 
Mass; he broke the door and by chance 
he found a cup of tin and thought it was 
silver. They found a suit of vestments . . . 
but he carried all away and locked it up. 
But that night all was taken away and it 
was never found who took it away.” These 
friars and nuns were Eranciscans, so far as 
one can tell, for there is no trace of any 
Dominican in the city until 1621.

The Dominicans did establish a Rosary 
Confraternity in Drogheda many years 
before this date. The Confraternity even



had a large oratory of its own. But there 
was no I>ominican house or chapel. Jn 
such cases the policy of the Order was to 
appoint a local diocesan priest as Prefect of 
the Confraternity, and to send preachers 
and confessors from the nearest convent (in 
this case from Dublin or Trim) from time 
to time. The religious history of Drogheda 
during the 1620s is rather bizarre, for the 
parish priest (backed by the Jesuits) did 
everything to drive the Franciscans away. 
One result was that anti-Franciscan forces 
demolished the oratory of the Rosary 
Confraternity on St. I^rancis' day, 1622, 
just because the Franciscans (with their own 
chapel under construction) had hired the 
larger one in honour of the occasion.

All this time there was an ever-growing 
freedom of religious practice, even thougii 
the authorities did not quite approve. When 
Falkland was Lord Deputy in 1628, the 
government issued a decree against Roman 
Catholics. At Drogheda, this solemn docu­
ment was taken rather lightly, for it was 
publicly proclaimed not by the Mayor but 
by a drunken soldier who, to quote the Lord 
Deputy, “made it seem like a May game.’’ 
The only effect of the decree was that the 
friars and priests shut up the front doors 
of their Mass-houses, while admitting the 
public “by private passages” as often as 
before. Both the Augustinians and 
Carmelites came to Drogheda during the 
1630s. and in all likelihood a Dominican 
community too was formed there during 
this decade of recovery and expansion.

Two Martyrs
The great rebellion of 1641 began in 

October with the massacre of English 
colonists In northern and north-western 
areas. Drogheda was soon besieged by Sir 
Phelim O’Neill, but Sir Henry Tichborne 
defended the city with success until 
Ormonde defeated O’Neill in March 1642. 
Tichborne was then able to capture both 
Ardee and Dundalk from the rebels. No 
Dominican figures in any known account of 
this first siege, but a Discalced Carmelite 
named Thomas of Jesus was hanged by 
soldiers at Drogheda on 25 May 1642.

As the war progressed, its character chang­

ed, for the Anglo-Irish nobility, particularly 
those who were still Catholic, joined forces 
with the Irish to support Charles I and ob­
tain freedom of religion. This nine-year 
struggle brought horror and death in every 
form to the four corners of the land. And 
on the execution of King Charles, Cromwell 
came over in person to write the last chapter 
in England’s Civil War. Whatever one 
may tmnk about him, he was business-like. 
.Shortly after reaching Dublin in August 
1649, he realised that Drogheda would have 
to fall before his highly-organised Model 
.Army could safely march anywhere else. 
The place was held by Sir Arthur Ashton 
with 3,000 troops of whom half were 
English Catholics. The Protestant inhabi­
tants had already been expelled lest they 
should form a fifth column within the city.

Cromwell took up his position south of 
the town, sent troops around to cut off 
communications on the northern side, and 
waited a week for his artillery to arrive by 
sea. This siege, which began on the third 
of September, was all over within nine days. 
About 3,500 of the besieged were killed, 
burned or put to the sword without regard 
for age, sex or status. Some of the lucky 
survivors were sent, practically as slaves, 
to the Barbadoes. Cromwell himself said: 
“1 believe all their friars were knocked on 
the head promiscuously, but two, one of 
which was Fr Peter Taaffe.” Father Taaffe, 
the Augustinian prior of Drogheda, was 
tied to a stake and shot by a platoon of 
soldiers. John Bathe, a Jesuit, was also 
shot on the taking of the town. Two 
Dominicans, apparently army chaplains, 
“were captured and beheaded in front of 
the army.” They were Dominic Dillon, 
prior of Urlar in Mayo, and Richard Oven- 
ton, subprior of Athy. Cromwell left Ire­
land within nine short months of his arrival 
but he has never been forgotten and never 
will.

The coronation of Charles II in 1660 
closed two disastrous decades in the story 
of the Irish Church and ushered in a slightly 
longer period of toleration tempered by 
reprisals. Decrees of banishment against 
friars and priests appeared every now and 
then, many ecclesiastics died in gaol, but 
the Church as a whole managed to prosper. 
Two Dominicans of Drogheda were con-
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cerned in the famous Remonstrance or 
declaration of loyalty made to the new king 
soon after his accession. John Scurlock, 
prior of Drogheda, is said to have been the 
only priest of that city to sign the document 
in 1661. There is no reason to judge him 
too harshly for that, seeing that the idea 
came from the bishops.

Unfortunately, the Catholics chose a bad 
spokesman, the Franciscan Peter Walsh, 
whose theology had little room for the Pope 
and who was in fact being used by the 
government to divide the Church against 
itself. One of his closest collaborators in 
1667 and 1668 was John Reynolds O.P., 
prior of Drogheda and Vicar of Carlingford. 
Walsh appointed Reynolds visitator of the 
dioceses of Achonry and Killala, besides 
giving him a mandate to deprive the 
Dominican provincial of the seal and arch­
ives of the Province. The unfortunate pro­
vincial ended up in gaol. Reynolds’ papers 
may still be seen in the library of Trinity 
College, Dublin.

One of the early letters of St. Oliver 
Plunkett, archbishop of Armagh, tells us 
that there were three Dominicans in the 
convent of Drogheda in 1671 : the first 
explicit mention of any “ convent ” since 
1543. The Primate singled out one of the 
three friars, Christopher Bathe, as being 
" grave, prudent and learned.” The same 
priest was prior in 1672. They had no 
chapel of their own, which perhaps explains 
why Fr. Patrick Hegarty of Coleraine was 
praised for preaching in English in the 
“ parochial ” church of Drogheda. That 
detail comes from the historian John 
O’Heyne of Athenry, himself a member of 
the Drogheda community in the 1670s. 
One notices a certain “ foreign ” influence 
here, as though St. Magdalen’s had no 
“ sons ” of its own and was being staffed by 
priests from other areas. Even Father Bathe 
belonged by right to Carlingford.

Father O’Heyne had at least two duties 
in Drogheda, for he was both a “ preacher,” 
which many Dominicans of the time were 
not (perhaps because they had been unable 
to study properly), and master of novices. 
The “large school”, which he conducted 
on his first return to Ireland after studies, 
may also have been in Drogheda. Clearly
Page Twenty

the accent was on local recruitment and 
that task cannot have been an easy one. 
According to St. Oliver Plunkett, “all the 
convents and novitiates ” of his diocese 
were swept away by the persecution of 1673. 
Another decree banishing the regular clergy 
came out in 1678 and Father O’Heyne left 
Drogheda to accompany a Dominican 
bishop, Dominic Burke of Elphin, then 
“ on his keeping,” for an entire year.

The Battle of the Boyne
The last twenty years of the seventeenth 

century began hopefully with the reception 
of many local boys to the habit, were
neatly divided in 1690 by the defeat of 
James II at the Boyne, and closed with
the general exile of all the bishops and 
friars of Ireland in 1698. The Dominicans 
of Drogheda, from 1683 to 1689, usually 
numbered four or five priests, four novices 
and two laybrothers. James Tecling and
Dominic Magennis held the priorship
successively. Father Magennis was another 
outsider, a “ son ” of Carlingford. In those 
days, friars made profession for their local 
convent and not for the Province as a 
whole. One could supply the names of 
the other priests, but those of the novices 
are more interesting since they at least were 
natives of the area.

Four took the habit in 1684: Dominic 
Nugent (who died soon after), Thomas 
Quinn, Robert Balfe and Henry Russell. 
After a two-year lapse, four others were 
admitted: Thomas Hamling, James Taaffe, 
Christopher Connell and Patrick Dugan. 
After another two-year gap, Thomas Clancy 
took the habit alone. Practically all these 
young men were sent for their studies to 
France or Spajn after a year or two of 
preliminary training. Edmund Dowdall, a 
laybrother, is on every annual list from 1683 
to 1696, but his companion Patrick Geraghty 
appears only in 1688.

The settled existence reflected by this 
novitiate owed much to the coronation of 
a Catholic king, James II, in 1685. Eor 
that very reason it came to an abrupt end 
in 1690 when King James lost the battle 
of the Boyne and Drogheda passed to



William of Orange. Once the city sur­
rendered, Fathers James Teeling and Con­
stantine MacDonough left for Limerick 
where the Irish were to make a final and 
hopeless stand for James H. Father Teeling 
died there, while his companion, an army 
chaplain, left Ljmerick with his regiment 
for France.

Some members of the community held 
on at Drogheda even after the disaster. 
In 1692, Ambrose Fitzgerald of Roscommon 
was prior there, accompanied by two priests 
and a brother. The priests were Robert 
Balfe, one of the novices of 1684, and 
Thomas Monteige. Our record is blank for 
1693 and 1694, but takes up again for the 
two succeeding years. The laybrother, 
Edmund Dowdall, was still at his post in 
1696. So too was Robert Balfe. The only 
others were the new prior, Ambrose Mooney, 
and a Patrick Hanlon who had not been 
seen at Drogheda since 1683. They must 
have abandoned their little convent, for ti 
Capuchin reported in 1695 that the people 
of Drogheda had to go a mile outside the 
town to hear Mass and had been stripped 
of their property despite all the assurances 
of the Williamites. Perhaps it was at this 
time that the Dominicans slipped across the 
river to Donore, but since they were all 
exiled in 1698, they would not have had 
much time to settle anywhere.

The most extraordinary relic of the past 
still preserved in St. Magdalen’s is an old 
monstrance, now rather the worse for wear 
and not very steadily attached to its 
present base. The upper part seems to be 
made of tin. But when one looks under­
neath the base, one reads the boldly-cut 
inscription: “ This Chalice was made by 
R. B. D. for the use of the D. Convent of 
Drocheda Anno 1699.” What we have in 
fact is the base of a silver chalice, the 
work of Anthony Stanley of Dublin, adapted 
at some later date to hold a monstrance. 
Whether R. B. D. was “Robert Balfe Dom­
inican ” we shall never know, but somehow 
or other the Dominicians of Drogheda 
were still in the country a year after they 
had all been ordered out of it under the 
harshest penalties.

Outside the West Gate
Some seventy Dominicans ignored the 

decree of exile by going to ground in remote 
areas. Connacht was a favourite hide-out. 
Some passed themselves off as parish priests 
when the secular clergy were formally 
registered in 1704. A Father Ambrose 
Mooney thus appears as parish priest of 
Portrane in the diocese of Dublin, and he 
may well have been the former prior of 
Drogheda.

Generally speaking, the Corporation of 
Drogheda turned a blind eye to friars once 
the Stuarts were safely out of the way. Fr 
Patrick Matthews, who had spent about 
thirty years in London working for Cardinal 
Howard and James 11, appears in 1710 as 
prior of the Dominican convent “ in the 
town of Drogheda ”. In this capacity he 
signed a recommendation favouring the 
parish priest, John Verdon, for the vacant 
see of Armagh. Another prior, Patrick 
Diamond, appears in 1720, and he too was 
a man of mature years. Nor was it just a 
question of a solitary “prior” holding the 
fort alone. Account-books were kept without 
a break from 1721 to 1741, although the first 
volume (1721-1727) has been lost.

Also in 1721, we find the Dominican 
provincial encouraging the foundation of a 
nuns’ monastery in Drogheda. For this 
purpose he recalled from Belgium a young 
nun named Catherine Plunkett, daughter 
of Thomas and Rose Plunkett of Drogheda^ 
and grand-niece of the martyred Primate. St. 
Oliver’s successor. Dr Hugh MacMahon, 
took a close interest in the new venture; the 
nuns still preserve his portrait and a 
grandfather-clock he gave them in 1722. 
Normally such monasteries, like those of 
Galway and Dublin, were under the 
authority of the provincial. In this case, 
because Rose Plunkett disagreed with the 
provincial, the new monastery came directly 
under the Master General of the Order from 
its foundation. The Master simply 
appointed a vicar, some discreet Dominican 
of Drogheda or Dublin, to take care of them.

The nuns still preserve a tradition of 
Dominicans crossing the river by boat well 
before dawn to say Mass for them, and 
returning again to Donore under cover of
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darkness. But since the friars were already 
keeping account-books before the nuns 
arrived, and were certainly installed in a 
comfortable house and chapel outside the 
West Gate by 1727, these uncomfortable 
crossings cannot have gone on for long. 
After some years in a small house by the 
Boyne the nuns moved to better quarters in 
Dyer Street.

Ravell’s map of Drogheda, drawn in 1749, 
shows the actual building in which the 
Dominicans lived on Mill Lane, though 
without a word as to its real character. It 
was then the only building in that narrow 
gulley leading from Trinity Street down to 
the river. It is now the last house on the 
left as one goes down the lane, and can best 
be seen from the western side of the new 
bridge which overlooks part of the original 
garden. The building has been greatly 
altered over the years. In the 1720s 
the house was thatched and had only two 
storeys. The Dominican chapel, hidden 
from the lane, projected from the northern 
end of the house into the garden, running 
parallel with the river.

On the same map, there is a “ Chapel 
Yard ” facing the entry to Mill Lane on the 
northern side of Trinity Street. This was 
the early eighteenth-century precursor of the 
present St. Peter’s, commonly called “ West 
Gate Chapel ”, in which the Dominicans 
preached about five times a year. In 1801, 
the Corporation leased this site, “ the old 
chapel ground ”, to the parochial clergy 
“ for keeping thereon a charity school or 
chapel ”. Later it passed to the Patrician 
Brothers and then in 1859 to the Christian 
Brothers who staffed a school there until 
1955. The Star and Crescent Recreation 
Club now occupies the site.

The most outstanding member of the Mill 
Lane community was Fr John Donnelly, 
prior for much of the time between 1721 
and 1739. Most of the monthly accounts 
for those years are in his neat and regular 
hand. An inscribed silver chalice, which 
he bought for the convent in 1725, is still 
preserved. Having been in early life a 
teacher of philosophy and theology at 
Amiens, Louvain and Rome, he acquired a 
collection of two or three hundred books 
which lined his shelves at Drogheda. Most
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of them were by French authors, by Jesuits 
in particular, and a high proportion were 
collections of sermons or other practical 
looks which a priest might rely on for next 
Sunday’s sermon. Being a methodical man. 
Father Donnelly wrote out a full list of his 
whole library, and that list may now be read 
in the pages of Collectanea Hibernica. The 
” wandering friars ” may have been forced 
to live outside the town walls, but they had 
closer links with European culture than 
many a prosperous merchant inside them.

Judging from the old account-book, it 
would seem that the Mill Lane chapel was 
first opened, or at least extensively rebuilt, 
in the autumn of 1727. On 6 October, one 
shilling and four[:)ence was paid “ for paper 
for the leases and for ale at the signing of 
them.” Their landlady was a certain Mrs 
Johnson, but they paid rent also to others 
for two parks, probably fields in which their 
horses might graze. These horses were quite 
important, for most of the income of the 
community came from the quest, an age-old 
custom whereby the friars would visit the 
country parishes within a radius of fifteen 
miles once or twice a year. Nor was it 
just a matter of collecting money or oats, or 
even the occasional filly. The priest would

ol e early at the chapel, hear confessions 
for an hour or two, and only then begin the 
Mass during which he would be expected to 
preach for half-an-hour or so in Irish.

The great advantage of the custom was 
that the parishioners would have a confessor 
“ from outside ” every few months. The 
Dominicans came only once a year, but the 
Franciscans and Augustinians of Drogheda 
would do the same in their turn. The 
Dominicans preached much more often at 
the West Gate chapel (to the building of 
which they contributed in 1728), at John’s 
Gate chapel about once a month, very often 
at “ the Cross ”, and three times a year at 
Tullyallen. No other chapel or Mass-station 
was visited more than twice a year. It may 
be interesting to list the furthest points of 
the perimeter within which they quested, 
beginning with their southern boundary and 
following the circuit clockwise^ Balrothery, 
Naul, Garristown, Ratoath, Brownstown, 
Ardmulchan. Kilberry, Castletown, Nobber, 
Drumcondra, Rogerstown, Ardee, Drumcar



and Clogher. As can be seen, the quest 
took them into three different dioceses; 
Dublin, Meath and Armagh. These mounted 
friars carried their own Mass-kit and even 
their own consecrated altar-stones. There 
is still in the priory a thin and finely 
inscribed altar-stone of slate, only six inches 
by four; just the right size, shape and weight 
to slip neatly into a saddle-bag.

The community numbered about six 
at this time and stayed at this level until 
about 1775. Some acted as curates or even 
parish priests, particularly across the river 
at Donore. Some stayed only for a short 
time before moving on to other convents in 
Ulster or Meath, but there was a solid core 
including Father Donnelly, the two Watsons 
(Hyacinth and Edward), Eugene or Owen 
l.ennan, John Byrne (parish priest of 
Donore) and Edward James ,Samp.son. They 
lived in peace, entertained visiting aldermen 
with glasses of claret, and even received 
three novices : Thomas Teeling in 1728, a 
Mr Nugent in 1734, and Michael Reilly a 
year later.

Just how Catholic Drogheda was may be 
seen from the “ Report on the State of 
Popery” in 1731. On just the northern 
side of the river, there were four friaries, 
six “ popish .schools ” and four private 
chapels, plus the official “ Mass-house ” 
staffed by the two diocesan priests of St. 
Peter’s. The four “ private ” chapels were 
probably the very public ones of the four 
friaries. Fears of a rising in favour of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie brought this peaceful 
period to an abrupt end in 1744. The chapel 
was closed, the five Dominicans took to 
their heels, while the mayor and sheriffs 
assured the government that they would use 
their “ utmost diligence ” to bring the friars 
to court. The Dominicans came back again, 
certainly by 1749, but were prevented from 
opening their chapel for many a year.

There is no doubt that the community 
survived the crisis. A benefactor named 
John Kelly presented them with a chalice 
in 1752. There are detailed lists of their 
names for 1756 and 1767. Two brothers, 
Thomas and Francis Netterville, took the 
habit at Rome in the 1730s and found their 
way back to Drogheda about thirty years later. 
They were closely related to the Nettervilles

of Dowth. Thomas took the religious 
name Luke in memory of his namesake the 
thirteenth-century archbishop of Armagh- 
founder of St. Magdalen’s. The two brothers 
became Provincials in their turn, while 
Thomas in his later years became a sort of 
father-figure for the nuns of Dyer Street. 
The priory was still in Mill Lane, but their 
own chapel was certainly closed from 1744 
to 1756.

Linen Hall Chape!
The second surviving account-book begins 

in 1771, but since it carries over a balance 
of £125 from an earlier volume, the date 
marks the continuance and not the 
resumption of conventual life. One of the 
first entries is for ‘‘free-stone for the chapel”: 
the earliest indication that their chapel was 
again open to the public. There is also an 
important memorandum on the very first 
page, signed on 28 June 1771 by the prior, 
John O’Neill, and the subprior. Hyacinth 
Berrilly. ‘‘We took a new lease of our house 
and garden from Mr. John Orson of 
Millextown for the term of 27 years from 
the 25 of March last past at the yearly rent 
of £8.”

Immediately the lease was renewed, work 
began at once (and went on for over a year) 
on the rebuilding of the old house in Mill 
Lane. Ten thousand bricks, thirty loads of 
sand and 156 barrels of lime are only some 
of the larger expenses noted in the accounts. 
There are also some perplexing entries, such 
as “ to rum, potatoes and brimstone ”, or 
“ to half a pint of whiskey for mending the 
wall ”. That half-pint, incidentally, cost 
two-pence ha’penny, just a shade more than 
one new penny. So far as one can judge, 
it was the house and not the chapel they 
repaired. And the house was newly slated. 
An old photograph, taken about 1880, shows 
that it had but one chimney (there are now 
three) and three windows (where there are 
now four) on each of the three stories. The 
later demolition of the chapel probably 
enabled the house to be extended a little at 
the northern end.

One of the new rooms was built “ at his 
own expense” by the provincial, John 
Francis Netterville, and the community
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agreed in 1772 that he might use it for the 
rest of his life. The arrangement, not to 
say the abuse, might have come straight 
from the fifteenth century. John Byrne, 
the retired pastor of Donore, was one of 
those who signed the agreement, but other 
new names also appear: James Duffy, Fr. 
Byrne’s successor in the parish, Vincent 
Meany (who later called himself Talbot), 
Thomas McDonagh and Patrick Jennett.

All this rebuilding by a relatively large 
community in the early 1770s contrasts 
favourably with the general situation of the 
regular clergy in Ireland. Most of the rural 
convents were in full decline, and even 
priories in towns like Waterford and 
Kilkenny were at a very low ebb. One of 
the main reasons was that the reception of 
novices in Ireland had been forbidden by

Rome since 1750, and few boys were willing 
or wealthy enough to take the religious habit 
on the continent. At length, after long 
complaints, the Dominicans got leave to 
establish four novitiates at home, one of 
which (for Ulster) would be at Drogheda. 
Even the archbishop of Armagh, who held 
out for years, agreed to the proposal. The 
choice of Drogheda indicates how suitable 
the convent was for the purpo.se.

The two Nettervilles. both members of 
the community, had fought hard during their 
provincialates to obtain this very concession 
from Rome. Yet when the prop<rsal was 
put to the community in 1774, they solemnly 
protested " that the income of the house 
could provide for six people and no more ”. 
Only Hyacinth Berrilly stood out against the 
rest, insisting that the decision was “ against

Former church in Mill Lane.
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the common good Drogheda and Dundalk 
survived, but the other five convents of 
Ulster disappeared.

The new priory in Mill Lane, on which so 
much money had been spent, was occupied 
for only fifteen years. In 1786, “all that 
concern known by the name of the Friary 
out of West Gate ” was set to Mr. Samuel 
Austin, a linen manufacturer, at an annual 
rent of £20-£15, “until such time as the 
lease held by the Dominicans from Mr. John 
Orson should expire”, namely in 1798. And 
so the Dominicans moved into the city to 
the former Trooper’s Lane, by now called 
Linen Hal! Lane because of the Linen Hall 
erected in the Hide Market in 1774. By a 
curious coincidence, the diocesan clergy 
moved into West Street at the same time.

Fr Thomas MacDonagh, who was then 
prior, bought an old store on the eastern 
side of the street, facing the Linen Hall, 
exactly where the priory is now. This store 
he converted into a residence and chapef 
following a plan then widely used in Ireland. 
From the front, the house looked like any 
other on the street, but there was a yard 
behind it, a thatched chapel <59 x 24^ feet 
in the clear) at the other end of the yard, 
and a long dark passageway leading from 
the street to the vestry. The penal laws 
had largely gone at this stage, but it was 
still thought better to hide chapels from 
public view.

There is yet another old chalice belonging 
to this period, though from the imscription 
it seems to have been made simply as a 
silver cup: “ The gift of Mary Norris to 
Mary Anne Norris Dublin 22nd May 1790 ”. 
There is also an old stone waterfont, dated 
1793, set into the garden wall; it has all the 
appearance of being medieval and came 
quite recently to the priory. Meanwhile, the 
number of those in community at Drogheda 
slowly dwindled. There were only four in 
1800, one of them being Fr John O’Connor, 
author of an Essay on the Rosary, who was 
to be Provincial from 1801 to 1803. In 
1817 there were only three: James Connolly, 
by now an old man who had served in 
Drogheda since about 1776, Patrick Thomas 
Barron, a native of the city, and Mark 
Nowlan. Father Nowlan, at the age of 
forty-nine, died in the same year shortly

after Christmas, “ from malignant fever 
contracted in the discharge of his sacred 
functions ”. So highly was Father Nowlan 
esteemed that a very long inscription in stone 
was erected in the chapel in memory of a 
priest “ whose every hour was spent in doing 
good ”. That memorial was later transferred 
to the present church, set carefully into the 
wall beside Our Lady’s altar, removed about 
1951, and since lost without trace.

When Catholic Emancipation finally came 
in 1829, Father Barron was prior of 
Drogheda, but his only subject was George 
Dominic Corcoran, a native of Loughrea. 
Father Corcoran was to become prior 
himself (1830-1833) but left Ireland for 
South Africa with the Dominican bishop 
Raymund Griffith in 1837. Dr Patrick 
Griffith, speaking at Drogheda on the 
Sunday before his departure, told the people 
that there was only one priest in that vast 
territory. Father Corcoran took up the 
challenge and spent the rest of his life in 
Capetown and Port Elizabeth.

A School of Harpists
John Dalton, the historian of Drogheda, 

mentions that the number of public houses 
there in 1844 “has been reduced, under the 
happy influence of the temperance 
movement, from 120 to about 75; indeed 
more than half the population are now of 
the total abstinence principles ”. He also 
notes that Irish was spoken to some extent 
in the town and in the surrounding 
countryside, especially in Louth. In another 
passage, Dalton returns to the same two 
subjects, teetotalism and Irish, which at first 
sight seem mutually exclusive. “ A public 
reading-room has been fitted up very 
recently by the Total Abstinence Society in 
West Street ... a circulating library is 
attached, for the use of the members. With 
the main object of this society have also 
been united, in the last year (1843), useful 
and desirable efforts for the revival of the 
Irish language, literature and music

In fact both movements had the same 
patriotic goal : to make Irishmen more 
worthy of the name by putting an end to 
widespread drunkenness and giving people 
a proper pride in their own language and
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Harp played at Tara — belonged to Fr. Burke's school now in the keeping of P, Cooney.
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Portrait of Fr. T. V. Burke, O.P.

music. There was also a political side to 
it all, in that those were the years of Daniel 
O’Connell's great campaign for Repeal of 
the Act of Union. Millions longed to see 
Ireland " a nation once again ”, and one of 
those who did something practical about it 
was Fr Thomas Vincent Burke of the Linen 
Hall chapel. He launched a Harp Society 
in 1839 and was also president of the 
Drogheda Total Abstinence Society founded 
on 16 February 1840. The first minute- 
book of the Total Abstinence group was 
presented to St. Magdalen’s some years ago.

The idea of a Harp Festival seems to have 
come from Granard and Belfast where such 
assemblies or competitions were organised 
in 1782 and 1792. The Belfast Harp Society, 
founded in 1808, took in numerous pupils 
but collapsed in 1813 for want of funds. 
Although Father Burke played the harp 
himself, he brought a teacher from Belfast 
at a salary of £27 a year. Johann Kohl, a 
German tourist, visited Drogheda in 1843 
when enthusiasm for Irish music was at its

height. Father Burke, with whom the 
German lodged, organised a " musical- 
poetical soiree” to amuse the visitor. "The 
harp was produced and a blind young harper 
prepared to play some old Irish pieces . . . 
his music enraptured us all. Although the 
Harpers’ Society of Belfast was lately 
dissolved, yet another has been founded at 
Drogheda, of which the clergyman whose 
guest I was for a long time, is the soul and 
president. His whole room was full of harps 
and contained many new ones which had 
been made by his directions. With this 
society a harpers’ school is connected, in 
which there are sixteen pupils.”

Phis Society gave its first public 
performance before the Mayor in February 
1843. One of the performers was Mr. 
William Griffith, grand-uncle of Mr. Patrick 
L. Cooney of Drogheda who still possesses 
one of the five harps from Drogheda which 
were played before O’Connell in 1843 at his 
mass-meeting on the Hill of Tara. Father 
Burke died just one year later and was 
buried with his brethren at the Chord 
cemetery. The Great Famine stalked the 
land. The cause of Repeal died with 
O’Connell himself, and what remained of 
the Irish language and Irish music in 
Drogheda was carried away in the partial 
death of a nation.

Fr. Patrick Vincent 
Meadthe

I aking stock of St. Magdalen’s a few 
years after the Famine, one would have 
given it small chance of survival. A reduced 
congregation with only too vivid memories 
of cholera, famine and fever. Two or three 
priests serving a back-street chapel which 
could be entered only through a long dark 
tunnel and which, with its cramped aisles 
and wooden galleries, most definitely be­
longed to the penal times. And yet, there 
was hope for the future. Not that anyone 
noticed it then, but birth is never far from 
death and some things had already happened 
which would ensure, not just survival, but 
definite progress for the Dominicans of 
Drogheda.

As far back as 1839, a local boy named
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Patrick Vincent Meadthe set off for I^isbon 
to take the Dominican habit at the old 
college of Corpc:) Santo, one of those Irish 
colleges on the continent which for centuries 
kept the old country supplied with priests. 
On finishing his studies in 1845, he served

The Monstrance that is in use at the present.

for a few years in Galway and Kilkenny 
before returning to his native Drogheda in 
1853. Perhaps no other Dominican was 
ever so much loved by the people of 
Drogheda; loved for his gentleness, his 
humility, his love for the poor, and 
particularly for the kindness and 
understanding he showed in the confessional. 
He had another quality too. which most 
would envy "a large charity of heart to which 
the slightest taint of acrimony was un­
known.”

Earlier still, even before Patrick Meadthe 
went to Lisbon, a young and energetic 
Dominican in Cork named Bartholomew 
F^us.sell set him.self to reform and rebuild 
the Irish Dominican Province. It was a 
long haul, and not an easy one. His 
confreres said that his new churches in Cork 
and Dublin woidd leave the Province in debt 
for a century. Father Russell was lucky 
in that the years of his own maturity 
coincided with those of Pere Jandel, the 
great reforming Master General of the 
Order, who (incidentally) visited Drogheda 
in 1851 and found that .St. Magdalen's fell 
a good way short of his definition of a 
” convent ”. Right up to mid-century, the 
Irish Dominicans still depended on their old 
colleges in Lisbon and Rome. From 1855. 
thanks to Father Russell, they had their own 
novitiate and house of studies at Tallaght 
out.side Dublin where postulants were 
introdLiced to such ideas as " the common 
life” and “choral recitation" of the divine 
office, not to mention midnight prayer, 
silence and abstinence from meat, all of 
which had come close to being lost in 
Ireland.

The first master of novices at I'allaght, 
Father Tom Burke of Galway, became the 
most famous Irish Dominican preacher of 
all time. He preached at Drogheda at least 
five times, as often as -St. Magdalen's needed 
him. For all that, his novices at I'allaght 
meant more to Drogheda and to every other 
Irish priory than he did him.self. New 
men. properly trained in the religious life, 
ac(.|uaintcd with each other from their 
earliest years, brought new life and a new 
spirit to hou.ses such as Drogheda which 
might have di.sappeared without them.

riie old Linen Hall chapel was .soon to be
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replaced. We know little of what it looked 
like, and even less of what went on inside 
it. There were four public Masses on 
Sunday : at seven, nine, eleven and twelve. 
At other times the Confraternity of the Holy 
Rosary held their meetings, and perhaps the 
Children of Mary too. Three pieces of 
church-plate belong to those final decades. 
Two of them are silver ciboriums, still iii 
constant use for Communion. One, dated 
20 January 1857, is inscribed with a prayer 
for the soul of James T. Murphy O.P. The 
other was “ the gift of William Ball and his 
wife Margaret Mary ” in January 1874. 
There is also an undated silver chalice 
marked simply “ Dowth Hall.”

I he trouble about building a new 
Dominican church was that the people of 
Drogheda had already built a new and 
magnificent St. Peter's, a new Augustinian 
church and a new Franciscan one, all in a 
very short time. The question was whether 
they could afford another. Father Meadthe 
took the whole matter very gently, set up a 
fund-raising committee under the 
chairmanship of Mr. John Kelly T.C., and 
already had £1,000 set aside before calling 
a public meeting in the old church on 29 
January 1870. .Some of the speeches made 
that day must have made the old walls blush 
for shame. “ This church is only fit for 
penal times”, this “dilapidated edifice”, 
this “ lowly and unsuitable chapel ”. That 
day alone, the collection came to £640, 
equivalent surely to several thousand at the 
present day.

Nine months later, on 4 September 1870,

In the long association with the 
town of Drogheda the Dominicans have 
never produced a book of this kind. 
The present coniinunity are indebted 
to the author Fr. Hugh Fanning O.P. 
and to Fr. John Cahill O.P. who's re­
search was invaluable. To them and 
the printers Drogheda Independent, a 
very grateful thanks.

Fr. Prior and Community.

Dr. McGettigan, archbishop of Armagh, 
came in full pontificals to the “dilapidated 
edifice ” to bless and lay the foundation 
stone of the new St. Magdalen’s. After 
pontifical High Mass at noon. Father Tom 
Burke gave a stirring sermon and a pro­
cession set off from the sacristv to the 
new site just a few yards down the street 
closer to the river. The Children of Mary 
led the way, followed by the members of 
the Rosary Confraternity and all the visit­
ing clergy, while the band of the Catholic 
Young Men’s Association played “the 
sacred music of the litany.” After the 
ceremony the procession returned to the 
Linen Hall church where the Primate 
imparted Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

•A similar ceremony took place on 6 June 
1874 for the consecration of the new bell. 
Even after four years, the new church 
was still unfinished, but “ everybody was 
delighted to see the forward state to which 
the zealous Fathers had advanced their 
great work.” The Mayor and Corporation 
attended. So too did the Primate and Fr. 
Tom Burke, who remarked in his sermon 
that “ the tiny shrill bell ” which had sum­
moned them to the chapel “ was like the 
hated breath of one afraid to speak . . . 
the last utterances of a persecuted church.” 
The procession after Mass from the old 
church to the new was led this time by the 
children of the orphanage in Fair Street 
carrying little banners. And the Sisters of 
Charity were there too. The new bell, 
donated by Messrs. Dilger and Brennan, was 
placed in the transept and raised a few feel 
so that the archbishop might make it ring, 
after the solemn blessing, for the first time.

Yet another four years were to pass before 
the solemn opening of the church. The 
architect was Mr. Ashlin of Dublin, but no 
contractor seems to have been employed. 
Father Meadthe may have done the work 
himself with the help of a competent fore­
man. Having that old-fashioned reluctance 
to go into debt, he just pushed the work 
along according as there was money in 
hand to pay for it. The limestone was 
quarried at .Sheephouse and brought by cart 
to Linen Hall Lane where local masons 
slowly raised the walls. The fact that the
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cut-slone was of “ pitched face-work willi 
bands of white limestone finely chiselled ” 
may partly explain the delay.

One day, when Father Meadthe was 
directing operations, he climbed up the 
scaffolding to the very top of the wall where 
two labourers, unknown to him, were treat­
ing themselves from a jar of whiskey. 
Seeing the priest coming, they hid the jar 
in the wall on which they were working, 
but since he stayed there for quite a while

and suggested they get on with the work, 
they had to plaster over their own jar of 
whiskey and bury it for ever in the wall. 
When, after eight years, the building was 
finally roofed, the total cost was £8,000, 
all of which had already been collected 
by the generous merchants and people of 
Drogheda. For the best of reasons, St 
Magdalen’s is “their” church and the 
Dominican community is glad to .serve 
them in it.

_ Priors of St Magdalen's
1319 John le Rous 1814 Patrick T. Barron
1496 Cornelius Gerald 1853 Patrick Dunne
3513 Peter Lewis 1861 James T. Murphy
1661 John Scurlock 1862 Patrick V. Mead he
1667-1668 John Reynolds 1870 Robert White
1671-1672 Christopher Bathe 1874-1875 Patrick V. Meadthe
1678 James Teelin^ 1876-1881 Antoninus D. Boyd

1683-1686 James Teeling 1C82-1884 Joseph Flynn
1686-1688 Dominic McGcnnis 1885-1890 Antoninus Hughes
1688-1690 James Teeline 1891-1894 Antoninus D. Boyri
1392 Ambrose Fitzieraid 1895.1896 John D. Roche
1695-1696 Ambrose Mooney 1896-1897 Raymund
1710 Patrick Matthews MacGuinntss

1720 Patrick Diamond 1897-1898 Domln'c MacCerthy

1721-1723 John Donnelly 1898-1900 Francis Stack
1725-1728 John Donneliy 1901-1903 Joseph Bannon
1728-1729 Patrick Diamond 1904-1906 Pius Kenny
1729-1732 Hyacinth Watson 1907-1908 Dominic Houlihan
1732-1733 John Donnelly 1909-1911 Malachy Feadley
1733-1736 Eugene Lennan 1912-1913 Dominic Houlihan
1736-1739
1740-1741

John Donnelly
Augustine Fleming

1913-1918
1919-1920

Thaddaeus Crofts
Constantius

1756 Eugene Lennan Gailagher
1757 Bernard MacHenry 1920-1921 Dominic Muckian
1764-1767 John Byrne 1922-1924 Thomas O’Neiil
1771-1773 John O’Neill 1924-1930 Dominic Fahy
1773-1775 John F. Netterville 1930-1936 Paui McKenna
1775-1778 Thomas McDonagh 1936-1939 Antoninus Dalton
1778-1781 Patrick Jennett 1939-1946 Dominic Gee'an
1782-1784 Laurence McConnin 1946-1947 Dominic
1786 Thomas McDonagh Fitzmaurice
1796 Thomas McDonagh 1947-1953 Columba Courtney
1817 James Connolly 1953-1959 Norbert Barry
1829 Patrick T. Barron 1959-1962 Anselm Moynihan
1830-1833 George D. Corcoran 1962-1968 Joseph Collins
1836-1838 Thomas V. Burke 1968-1972 Finian Lynch
1839 John D. Berrill 1972-1978 John Cahill
1840-1843 Thomas V. Burke 1978 Augustine Doherty
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164 THE BOSTON PILOT.

FOREIGN.
WveoMiBBa aor cMnuM fram oar (Utt bjr ibo 

Colo.loaM. wia lio lauudto poaMManiwuni 

4 Mcratt.
ElfOUND.

DiuoroL Exri^oo— I'rtmtndtmt Lmt^ Lift. 
XlMaosvrKimilMwd«-*inilli at WalUiam klArj 
Mtcra Mows upMTJutrMia;l The aoucd aad plars 
uf tha ax^oaHw wrra larriKc—(ko ijialinct liwrMa 
^ar« liearil in X^doa. In ibe Brigblwriiuvl buraaa 
and buiwa baiiifanara tbroon tktirn, wlndnwx nara 
bruka in honnaa aail cliurebua, aad iba eflbcu |;ano> 
rally laKiinlilaal iboae uf au aanbquiika. Puar tiiilU, 
anpamtail b}' GKlfBrda Cntiii tarJi uibar, nitb brink 
niOMda krtwacu, irera lotallj'doairtyad. It naukl 
ba Hall ir Iba rniu uf iba ItuililiiiK., uri iba doatrun- 
tine af ihe atorcr, Htra all; but, uiilurtyaalcly, in 
iba warka wbleh Aral IiIoh U|i, a notiiliar af unliirlti- 
aata parMiu wore ain{d»ye<l, iial ano of uboui aur- 
wirra. Sereo iiwii were rained orer iJia rirar to a 
vare oonsiiteraUcdhitatiee.aiul fell UfalBasfraginanu 
in uta ifiarabaa, Om cor]iaa waa re wsrad fiwi tha 
yMior, and one dead bndy waa TuuihI nui nf the bu'dd* 
in|, but on Uia aame aide of the river. It waa ilUi- 
eall U reniriiiwi Ihe deeaaaeil, ll^ imo ao Uaek- 
aaitd. aballnml auil dia(l|;nro<l. Tlid namoa nf Iba 
uiiluriviiaW HMrn wiio bare poriabed are aa fnllnHa: 
Thnmat findd, CdHar<l Raaea, John Nawlaod, Jolio 
Xluiller, Jatnea Imck. Saiiiiirl Itrano, awl Jawua 
Cola. Mr. Sadil waa thritiiuierworker. OnThura- 
d.y he had hern iu the Imltdina but about Ira inifi- 
uiee wlirn Uie aroiit oceurrej. Tha virtima were 
all ooninti bonaenieii ami pertuiia of mnectahlr 
ehararitr. Ea.ax bad worked on ihe «>ialiliahinrni 
for ninre ihan half a 06111017. Sadd’a ramaini ware 
Mun MealiCeil bj tha blue coal which ba wore, aud 
by tba ioM af une tnnik. He waa laid lo hare been 
carried aot leM iban ISO yanla frmu ibe curninii- 
iiouiei and tu bare la.! oo* foul when be reaelied 
(be urniiiid. Al n ranaideroUe dirtanra frnm ih* 
ruiaa, ibe iniprcaiiiin iiiade by (he fall tfl one of ibe 
auSvtera reniaina very <lL<liDe(. Tha raunty pa|>m 
lawn with daialb of ibla dreailful arciilnii. On Sa- 
ionlny ao Inquam wnu held, and ihe j<iry,alter Iwinf 
aworn at (ha ataitnn-hoDMiproeaodeil alDn|iheri|;bi 
hnafe of tba rirar Leiv, lu iho trtne of iba diHWter, 
in order to iileniify the nur.onv nf (be ilreaaMd. 
Tkii waa a InA of uu ainall dlAleuln, from Ibe ex- 
.Mt la wbieb ibry bad beau miitilaionanddiafifiired. 
Ooe H« reeofnbcil by Iba alze of bia band, another 
%T tha abaM ofhia body,n third by ibe way In wbirb 
Iba nailx nf hia inea had baan parn, and a fourth by 
ifaa TtinoaoW of a w aineoal renwniltered lo have 
been worn by him. Una Indy waa ao dianiamhered, 
fclanaenad and imiiillaad, that it waa only known to 
ba iboi uf Jainaa Luck, beoauto hia wat ibconlypiie 
wbieb aouM not be Inieeil. In tbU inalinra dn^itad 
bad baan Miiwn from tha bodr, and had not been 
InnwL Tba rraalar number bad iheir lep and arnu 
hrobeOi and li aomt ioatanoea euinplataly tore away. 
It waa, ahofaibar, a very hnrriMe ami recoiling 
eight. A number ef licile binia were olwerrad float­
ing dead lo Iho water of tin Lea id rclarniog to the 
alaiiuu-houac. N'liinertiua witiiBHes were beard, but 
ebtfaf euutae. prove rtptbing wl’h reg-ttd to ihr ae-

■ntly In a MaleorgreHl inenlal lulfaring.lVom wkiit- 
erur cauae. ll la remarked alao, that many nflbem 
faara artjuired a iiniai appallirur expnaaimi of roun- 

dias«t»eap»'ti;i«'tfwb.- oJi -a».d (iy '‘•''■“r ““ which, almcwi

ftoea or Mtwr. Tbe vvidaoee baviog bieu Waubi ai^
ao ■ .4a«e,Mul ^d^iMaat tai^, the imy,—.,.
a ahori odiJrnaa from iba Cwruder, mired for jT rhw 
uiiiuwa, aod returned w<ib a verilin of—Aeeidemal 
daalb U|M>u ait the rJeceaaed, The Vanliei waa cuu> 
Idwl wlili an aapreHion of their decided and unani* 
■mia rtpinino (Hat the inauafactnry a|ipeared to be 
oarrWtt on by Captain Tullob, die luipaetor, with 
aran potaifale precaution fur (be aafeiy of the ineo 
(ioploye,l nndar bia auppriiicaudoMr. Oa Salunby 
(be bodrea af the auSernra were iuurteO lo Walibaui 
Abbey ehurobyani, with tbe «xce|iii<in nf Hr. Sadd, 
arba, baiog e Diaianler, U 10 hr eommiitad la the 
aaeih in tba Initial ground of ib« Be|>tlxt Chapel ibii 
day. Tba apeotann prewnieri hy au many open 
gravea atirai«icd a nomber of aperlatan, aiul Ibe 
church wv erewdad when die olMoquin euuiimnc- 
arf. Sia in a line a|ipeiiied is the eaiitre tialo 
e( Ihr anewnt adifini, long Iraina of mournrra ful- 

4owed PinM af Ibo bodiea, and the daejiaai affliction 
waa evbiaed by not a faw af the umumort. Tbe 
ceronoay eomiluded between aia o'clook. Captain 
Tulink, who procnlM over ibe worke al 'Walituni 
Abbey, baa aaaurtnl tba widowa dial every lliiu ibai 
ean lee dona loallaviaie their afflioiiou ^til ba at* 
Madwl lo. It ia snderatood ibat thv tuorralii, which 
warn iiioai raapratifrly perforuied, would tbrow no 
eipasaa on tha aurvivmg rtlaiivea, One fact in ihc 
wiMal of tbuea melanuhuly rletaila ia of a Rraiifyipg 
charawar.and ooglHiwt to be forgotten. Wlwu ibe 
wzptaaiaua eoeurrad, Adam., wEu naa with Mr. 
Anilii^ bail aeon, a youth of Ifl or tO, whoweelben 
in tba glasiof^dll. On fiiMlin|i lhat the idiaceui 
buiMlitga bed blawii np, inttend of thau|hileariy ai- 
lampciiw ui rave iiiiiwatf by flight, lie bad tba prr- 
aancaof mind to eleae rhe window* aod ahul off iba 
Malee. TW* pnuIcBnc, It may be, pravantarl ihe 
eataoBiaa uf the calAmi». The mectirigof ihe father 
and aao iinmadlaiely after waadramaiM. Each bar! 
Jaared ibal tba oibrr wouM ba ioa'. In ibeir flight 
(ix>m Ibi Mini of dengortbev mrl, ami iha yoonger 
aieUiinad ao behabfing bii fkibar. "To me yoa iMa 
my beiul gooil t" Mr. Aueliu eootjngaa anweli, but 
i* ia nodanMr. Thiatwnfnldeacapei* remarfcahlr. 
When Iha fliat and aaoaad exploaioni oeeurrad, hr 
beard Ihrm In Ibn eoriiing-houna, t^icb fur aame 
luumoM* ha bniilirtail to laaveu Tha^neond and 
thirit axnlotione took place in huikliiigi whrrbba had 
ciuinad iM Bomant before, tod cuneequendy a mo- 
aMMit delay io eithar caai would have coal 'him bia 
lAr-J-WaoTeUeL

Eaami oir BailuaiVTi. Is tbe tFarUaC Satur* 
dav laae wa And u groan oare of aKemptad fraud dc' 
tailed, ami it it to be fcarail (bar it it bulooa of ika 
many wbieb para anknown to llw world. On tba 
I Mb ulu a (raar woman wilh har aeteu chililren ar> 
rivod al Inverpaol lor liio jnirpoea of engagiiv a 
peauga to America, wham her boabend waa. Oo 
the rvenlng af the ITth, tha wricri of (ba orcouni, a 
Mr. Enkoihty, fouod har in a ahippiiig cAot, trtau 
int (or a paBage. Mr. P. aakM the agent Mine 
qucMioaa which be evaded, end kep« aaklng the uo- 
UMB tn pey Ifif. for her eonveyaoea with her fkmilr; 
he had prarioaaly daiaanJcd iM. |0<. SulwofiaanilT 
thr apDt olTereil (a lakr IU; Mr. F. ailvitod her lo 
wah BMil ba had made iiK|ulry a> aonw oibar offlen. 
am) upon dniBgaahe fODiid that tha waoaia and bar 
femikwnuld batroagbl otar far Itl. iSe.; bafnrahe 
MW haraesiday hnwevar.abe had paid utba agrol 
of tba fira( offloa 141. lOe., under ibmaia and huinii- 
dBti<B,aueb M‘‘irtl,o west any wbart ataa they 
wonW lake earn Mw ahonhl aot ga,**-.<>thay ahooM 
ha paid Ibr iba (roaMa they bad with bar," Ite. On 
•Aug to aaa tba receipt Mr. P.diMonrtd that it

wae n printed farm cmA the Idanki pardy flilad ap, 
and parity amI. It net forth efaai (ha piniaa bod 
agreed ftiro aecond aabia paaaogo to Hew toih, is 
tlM Aip Alfred, wilh the Worda "<froom'’te(arMi> 
ad, ao that the poor woman might have hnao liift 
aAure for the neat veuel, on Ibe ground ibm iWre 
wa* nn room. It waa alM aat forth at Iba buUem 
lhat a balaaee of 4X wa* Htlldiiefbr the pawagr, 
atiboagb Iba poor wninin declared tba agreraiMt 
waa for (he 1^. lOi. whieb vba paid iu foil. Tb*7 
imiimdiately proeaadad to tba oSet to damunil on 
exidanniioe, but could get aono, aa (boy were told 
the agent a'ho made the aarpaiu waa out. Alwrfo- 
lagln lhi> etbar office aod talliaf Iba rare, and tbeaca 
ta Iba gnvarnuwm emigration oflSeo, Ibu noltoe of­
fice, anil tAar ihrceiening to write to the Homa Bee- 
reiary.and ta have the partinf brnireht brfora the 
niagieirala for awindling—after. In Incl, iiidrfaltga- 
hle rxertinna on hehalf nf the noor wvmin, Mr. P. 
nnmpvliad them to lafuiid tbe lA. lOt., and next day, 
rba woman and her famllr nilad lo tba Cambridgi, 
in which ihr pawan ctaargrd wa* only Iff. Ifl*. 
The paniaa lo (be Mher Alpjong nfflea, ia (lie |M- 
eramenl ai^rtiian afBca, and In ilia police oBoe 
gave Hr. Pilialbly to nndrmtnd that wiaiUrcMf 
are by ao inaana uocommon. Oo tha olbcr vide of 
the Adnoilc wahara reaton to koow that voiyoapy 
frauda are practired on ibo unprotected oinigraol, 
and for Ih'ie raaaon wo are anxieua for iha cveerre M 
the CatfaeUe Bmlgratha Borlaly,—aorh a aociriy aa 
would at oDoe taka ckargaof Ike inlf ndlng cmI|mol 
00 tba day be cnirred ibn port af audiarkation, aod 
proiret him uatil ke wna plnred in a (itontlM in 
wbirh be could earn hie bread. Tko difflcuhiu 
which tbe unpiotectrd emigrent lux tn mcuwMcr in 
New York are aliao«( Inereililile: wiihoui ktinwing 
where to turn hiniulf for empfoynient, liabie oo 
every aido lo be cheated if ba haa any thing id late, 
duTdriiari aoddiaappoiuud; it it olMlalal) saeaxta" 
ry that a xociaiy m |wucura him rmjdoymrat *1000 
be formail, aod in ibt CathoDc Eiaigmiion Soeiacy 
we beliai e ihi* deakleratum ttau.—Dregktd0 .Ir- 
giu.

SCOTLAND.
Rcviv.La IN Roxa-CHias.—Trrnile liiMticiM*. 

tVe are favored with a letter froin RneMhirn of Ihe 
4(b imn., which conuina a vary ourioua ax|io*itioB 
af tbe pravailiog inonuinaiiia of iba " Revivnim*' 
" Wa have bad further partioiilara of the " Rati- 
Vila" from iba Weal, ond it a|iMxrt chal (he pariA- 
aa ol Rinlaif, Giancig, Lochalxli, ind Luchoainrroo, 
are now lehoring aiulcr ti.*ca Mail.. TbcM poor 
ami bllbarto, haniileM people, tha moat priimliva lo 
Segilaiid, aeam to be earrimi alnna ^ come hidden 
power that putt them licyand Iba lafluenn of arga- 
inenlereoHHnoofMM. Wetboughi,by the Uat ac- 
cnuiitx, that Aey had ranched ibe cltim, but it naw 
tppaare Ibat they are littln more (ban in the Aegfs- 
ning, (hough prngreaaing rapidly and fearfully fa> iba 
kBoivle>lga of tha mjatoriom “ worltiiig of tha apt- 
rli.” They have, however, got quiaa uuattieil, and 
eeared from (hair accuetunimr tooudiy and daily tail 
ami are doing oolbing bat iraralliiig bAckvrenlx agii 
forwardi, ever billi and nnooiniu, after iholr " hw 
i^irod" pranehor*, xlgbiag and groaning, aid av

ysyg-ihiigaMc Mxutiwie tvlsJi suiivt. The imUiHw

inruwn inlu eonvutflioii*; and lilt* alate i. now iO 
rniiimnn, iliHt ilic u.*(ia| eapreuitin ir, " Such ami 
vurh |>anoiiv/al/ lu-day, ibny were luiuhling down 
in numbara all around u.," Tbe krerer proluUy 
repliaa—“Whore 1 wiia taaw iwemydUl^ ull xiroog 
men ware rulling on tba grounil ■«< foaming at Aa 
iinulh,” Ire. AniMbar aavt, '■ Wall, 1 ull you tiet 
Wat uolfaiiig le iIm frigblfttl appreranoe nuiiibem of 
(he moo knti, wbea their faeea lieeome diawrwd iu 
Ibe eonruleioo, and Ibe dreadful language theyov 
teret)—Obi K tha Hiiobtera did not Im*j« Aat it ia 
the xpirit of Cod lhat hrlogx them to Aat autr, lo 
prepiira them fur bcaveo, and keep them (him eoiv 
mitirog foitbar tin, i vroahl fhel quiw auia Aat it 
wax (he dftil hiiru^ ibxt had entered iaio ibeoi." 
Om of Aa Revival nreachen ix an Ail penaioaer. 
wfeo ia conipared by Ihaaa anthoaitau 10 St. hoi, ay 
Kl above ton apMie nf ilic GoulUai. Ha bai per- 
faciad^ye, aofl ii DOW puiifyiiq; Iba nuiuhiBd. Ha 
ilaya bia Aouiandx, and ia ollea oomplimaiiied after 
Ihix favhiou—“Yon have a Inng liai of kitird and 
wnundad today." Ha prnhibiia dtnoiug and all 
tmuaeuwnii, aod makai frighn of Iba wnmaa by 
Arcing ibam u abamlaii alF hand oroamenu aavn 
their own hiirj wbaii they All Mixed with iba nli- 
gioua fli, a new falling eickntM, Aa pruiriicl aayi 
■be devil wiAiR ibein u yialdiog to bit powar aad 
they are in Ihe way to tin no more. Al a laia wed­
ding ona oflhoaa prophila ruahed anuag tha imriy- 
makara, and opening hia mouth with a hollnw grata 
and a loud voice, lold Aeni, " Uiry were all on tba 
rutd lo belli to belli every oaa ot' iham! Ibey bad 
nut yet bi>an regenrrited (17 the apirit nf grace, awl 
an aeamed from Aair cvutripx and rBptring,and dnr- 
iliali iranpinga uf plaklx and ribbuiit,” The pour 
bride fell iiinliunleca, nnd wax Aa hret earricdolFio 
lAeJU; Ao hrlilvgruoni bacamn fraMie, and waa bin 
liiiln eonxolail by eating Bwre thou half Aa axoaio- 
Uage. eiw ailar Aa oibar, afleeied A iba xanie way: 
liy wbai iodieenca wa koow uui, tiul tba aeooa ef A- 
noceni, happy mirA wax aoon changed iota a deo of 
bowling mad moaning Ibat woold bo ledioux to de- 
■crilw. Tbo aflacl of tiie power, rrel or preuiHled 
tn Ac preneher, i* (winfally and frighlfullT iiianilmi. 
ad in (be ycUiiiga, toriaiex, eunvnbiom, and aupnll- 
lag Inekr of Ibe auflbrera; but Ac cauae of itii* aflWcl 
u uAuown. Divinet are ailem, and aciemifc mni 
UlkofAo mremerio influence. It am>*ara inipori- 
aut Aal tbe facia abouljd be tubmKM, if uoi to tba 
(toMial Awambly, it Ipntl lo tba gsnai^ publiu."

Tut Eikk. Dr. Chalmar*, aa Prolbsirr of Tlre- 
ology. Id eomdutling hit eoneludiog Icctgrv af Aa 
aaaalon al EdiiAurgb Uuivaixilyi Aut iddreaard Ae 
atudantaiW'Era wa meet again, tba Chu/ckofour 
faAera will bare aepxrxied into two emac paniaa: 
Ibough it reiMiax a quaxiinn whbA of Iba two will 
ha eoiiileil lo the name of iba Charcb of Soatinnd, 
Iba Church minui the atipand«,or Aa Ohurcli minua 
Ae pooplat (ehem.) li only now rmnaina for n« 
lo bid ynu ffirewell; hut wbUa I do 00 I do imt hid

na anal nrewall (great oheariog. I ronlUanlly 
t lorwtre IS our meetieg agiio-, and, Ikaiub 11 
may ha in a Mllega minua wKlownionu, it ki mne 

eoaaoiatina M think that wa win twi hare is giva ni- 
txrance 10 Aa iwmplaint, which otbera wtH, A« cure 
will ba a eoUega minua Mndaotx.’'—fWrdaiAnAfrr- "tTr. ______________

Me. OCouMLiYVixtvreCoa*. Meadaywaxi, 
Aa Am of May, hai been flxad ipoo ftw Iba public 
reception afHr. OVonoell. Thera will be a Uo- 
qvet iu Aa avaaifig.—Nafiao.

JX£J,4irj>.
TEJfPISAnCE iSD UKSnSLST

Tba fullowliig it Ae flint Miaual rai  ̂tad ad- 
dmw af tka aommiuaaoflbe Dragbada Tamparanot 
nad Iritb Harp Society, Order Mlbe Golden Crate, 
foonded January ISA, 184S, by Ao Rev. J. V.
Burke, O, 8. D., nud priocipaHy aupportad by him, 
and Ac pieiy, ml, alM aid Ma few arliaana, O’Sul- 
nvto, O'Fay, Oa^, Raywilda, O’Elinn, and O'Kel­
ly .—"(Jpon Ae walen of Balwloa, ibera waaat and 
wept; when wa ramanibered Sion. Ob Jeruaxleni! 
let my right haod be foreolian Ifl make Ihia not Aa 
bwianlngofnirjay. JVlbexake of ray hrethreo 
ann of ay aaiglibDvi and of Aa bouno af tha Lord 
oar God, I will pray for thy prect and ahonlaaee 
fer Aeio Aal love Are." Pal. IM, line ft.

“On Ibe wltlofri our barp wa taoecndadi 
Ob Sahwa! ita xiaund abouM ba (ran;
And ne’er ihtll iuaoft ooui ba Utndeil 
WiA tba voioa af Aa xpoilar, I9 me."

Irlebmear-Are wa Ml bonorrd, it out our oalioual 
eharaetar nalud, xrhenarei Aa aciioae ef our fatb* 
era, Iba banb of Brio, or Aa barp of Tare, booome 
aoiaanyflorloualbamtx for Iba eloquawt of tba 
viitiHnw of other landx.* Tha barp nfoareoupiry 
aacalt all other Initrumenia: it aevar xoundx in ala- 
verv—hr ootaa ora only ibr tba gnad and free. “It 
ialba ooly iBawumaiM,"aiyi the ealabreteii aompo- 
lar Haydn, “Aat can qwob le Aa be^" or glre oa 
back all Iba wild awaatoaw of our aocifoi aira. It 
waa aot from a want of faiA in yeor laxU or aaliou- 
ality, (bat wodeferreil (0 ull roar auamiuii A Aa 
pliiavti of our Society, but joMy btuiua it might 
revaSren ooaxidared uuauonabla of ua to oaptet 
yoa A aid a work beael with many aovcl and amair- 
rewiag oircamalBDoea, uatil At rault of our own 
■obori abooM afford a wal1<rouiKiad hope Aal your 
patrouga or xupport tbouid sol be givoa iu vaie. la 
oar SaoMty ibera are If pupila, inaoy ol whom eon 
play wlAtnsab Ai)l| and tueh la Ae renloa and 
proScianeT of eoma, Aat are long thuy wiU ba eom- 
patcM to luatruct oibcrj, taught aa Aay ore hy an 
aUt pmfitaar, Mr. Hugh Fraser; nud for ibtir dm 
and prauike, we have IS auellrnlbarpe ef Droghe­
da manuiaeiure. Aad wa have, moreorer, fay oar 
liupiavnaani on Aa eooaUaeiiun of aor uaOooal ia- 
atrmuanc, civao to it buperiahabla otrengA, and at 
1^ anna tiota frradum and xvreeUHtat tu ita atriop.
Tbe auDoal axpenaai amoani to AC—fur It barpa, 
tat; and for iuatrortiona, AS7. All bare wa dona 
unaidad and abma, tare hy Iha ganaroui and unM- 
tieiied aid of Area gaollemao—from aneb wa re-' 
eairad £1; CouaciUur C., Dublin: J. Cheater, Eaq..
SlorehoiMa; and Aa ?ary Rev. Dr. Fiwganid, P.
P., CaMlaHorra Drlrio. Suchnri An roMltx and 
Ihiit* iffoureffbrtaMravlta tba barp af Erin—Aay 
are moreorer A« (antulaiion of our hope, Aal our 
falure afforia ehall rauiva yoar ganarona tympaihy.'
Our young barpiaU are Uughi A play veineri and 
nilinr aaem melndin; beoaue “it ia only lu relig- ba auppm^ fat wouM talk more reapc'otftiily of 
ioa Am moaic ean atwia perfoction, or (iiui tlx true pi|9'’(faud miox el ‘boar, bear.)
ob)rei." ■'Cbriaiianly,"aaya a moral philuoupber, .......... .
“ia naalf the holiexi wuie, and Aa purret and moxt 
perfect hammy which un he conceived. In one 
grut Aetna ia tba Manaxoanti and Aa eianul har­
mony of tbit ona tbame ia repaaltd Ibreugboai an ie- 
Bniu: iiiuliiiode uf variation*, all connaclM wbb Ae 
divine apirit ofCbriatianiiy,'' Did nut ear Redeetn- 
recuma imu tba world niDhi the choral ai>a|S ofso- 

aanwl (Mifwo uOf-PMattHks trmi“TahairSiiEiJSr^^ ^
- .. the plaaMwf paoiicry 

Hence, n> David, we would inika the authur of 
exiiunco an ohjrei of iiraiM io our aiua*en>enu. Tu 

run

ad by bia ribald abwaa af wa, aod at ha appreaA. 
ad ba bald oat bia btada ta tkaka baadt witk a. j 
Inoknd at Mm Madily, iwL In pdaca ofAikior 
haoda, taU, lo a vatea which I Ahroded to ht^ 

lioeily hMrd by Aa aorriaadiog pareoua, ■■ Too ia- 
faitioui obmwA! you hwUgslor 10 aawiOlBBiiaaP*

I have Ibe boner A be, vary dear Sir. man tralv 
IMn. Thoilu Bxmi.1.

Exvaten from rtetnl tpaoebaa of CCoddMI Io- 
fan Aa DaUIn Repeal Axaocialioe 

PMgroWao. “It iiiiabt ba wid hA awn uioiaaii. 
peareo at Iha bead of aa Smigraiioa Suciafy, kM 
Aat wa* oat a aociatf lo ancourtga amigraiioa. Bai 
if amigraiioa Mak pboe, Aey would use care Ihr 
ikt aafartaiMia lakorara did act go le Naw Ytek.ar 
any ntber pUcawbara At And A already ovarctaakad 
bat would hareatuAmeoU ready fat Auaa wbaaxni- 
gralad under tbeir aaepkaa. Ha had do peouniaiv 
Hiureal wbalavorn it, tad ooly alhiwod btaoomaio 
tw oaad 10 take rero Aat wbainvor tbnaUliooor ra- 
ligiona proDMian ef Aa amigranu might ht, a pro- 
•ixion might bt made br Aam before Ibolr arrival. 
It ivna lotewled Aat Ae ColMd'iwwba tmigralad 
ahauUl be aura lo find tba eantoUtioM of (bair baly 
raligioi) Iwfttre Aam. by Aa aamhliAowM ibmaf 
CaAoUe prAtU aocawdiag w Aa aaabar of emi- 
grama."

JYrxijrlrrian Rwarrccliaw. “Bm did At landlorA 
Aiak it aafo aod predani to follow Au •yxtain (of 
claarinK Iha osatea)/ ifibarabad li**n iiuNirraeiioo 
iu Ae aoaih, be eould tall Aam they mice bad Aa 
‘Paap-o’-dny Boya,' and 'Uaails of Siaal,* in the 
aurlb.eompaaad of froiettaou ond Proahyiertaw, 
wbo luTMO not agalnxi Ae laadlordx, and compvllrd 
Aciii lu rnnka tarma with Aam, and ^va Aam Aair 
bohtiaga, A fnrwarilaya.’*

Ov^aek rwanlry—Sfagwlar -gdrertwrawot.^
“To abaw Ae gyxuw adopwd of oemliHg unhapiw 
ptupora 'wbare Aay might die wlihoui xhoekiiu 
■beif benere wiA Iba tight or xoaiHl nf ibairAxi 
agony' rquaittiw fhooi im TVomx of tba flth Aat,I 
bt vroora read tba foltowingadvcrtimmanlwbieh ap­
peared in Ae Laadaadcrn Javaafof tha April M,
IS4flr—'Notiea—A favoreMcopportnniiy tureenw it- 
•elf, in Aa eourae of Ae prreciu moulk.fur Qaabre, 
in geeCkuMU redding in ifiaetHiMioa of Londondany, 
Donagal, *^reaa, ar ParmaDagk, wbo wiA ta atafl 
out to the Caondaa tba orentoek lanaatry beloailag 
A Aair aaulo*—ox 1 modanM raw of paxaaga wiu 
ba lakan, and aix otonA'* oredil givao liar a lamp 
iuni to any geotlatnan reqainog tut'b trcuimnoda- 
lion. In eonaaqaaooe of tba depreaaeil Mate of the 
ooiat, and with a view lo aoriy an the et»fiaa|iued 
Mica wilh old frianiU, Iha lUMOrlbari have coma to 
Ai* cnncluxion. Imntadlite npniicailon haarceaaiij. 
—Freneii M'Mallan, Licenaw Emlgraiion Agaat. 
Loodondarry, Sd April, IflflI.*—One wuaM AiA 
Aay ware incl bt waa talkiag of only for ikia, that 

re fat wouM talk more rcapcatftiily of ita 
—d miax el‘bear, bear.

TAe Daxan “Aa Aareaia”—I%r ^raiy tad Ur 
Fraoumry. “Satueaaidlbty mode n bargimw giva 
it (Aa Parliamew) up, bot ibtra never waa a great- 
ariia invaaied; tba people ol Ireland did not give 
lip ifaeir PBrlixmant, A raliellioo wax fumanitil— 
lb« army and ynonwnry ware Ul looae upon ita pao- 
|dt^ An oo-Pupary cry rCHianded Arougb tba laad, 

bon tha peopta of Ireltoil wara caal down.

adern tha virtue, 10 enhance the charm* orihedaugb- 
tora ofEriii, by tdneiug wiAm Ae iiiviioi nf all Ac 
moxioaiid acoompliAincniof kinga,iaan olyect of 
oar iabora, Aat toa eouage of Ae peaxant may ha ai 
fell oftooinl joy a* Ibe hall of Aa ooldei Aal public 
vlriua and dotnaetie hapsinaxs may triumph With oor 
cauae, uuul irelood abalj ta *B wlind uf aahita, nud 
(he uoten of Ita harp ta beard in evary vliuira,

—lal. at- -^1..... ............t ^ ___bkndad with tba loice ofbeauly awl virtue. “Wbda-* Patrick ail ireUail wu cunvaruil. The np- 
kandeddaughtaroTTotoan manyavioa.aad many ■miy wllb wbieb iImI u<ok pi*ra waa aot ftjloweilM****^« «iaw|}ai««a «pa « i (iMlhj ■ TBWg aofl muny
aluotfel karp waa Ibore. OfErHi’acbiafaibeyMagi 
and lomeiinaa on ita loralv aoand wna beard Ae 
tame af Aa now wournfal Oaxiao. Malvina, taka 
Aa harp, lot night ennw M wiA aangx, and great be 
AejayofEria," tbwlau. Dnogbieraorgraeo Erin 
afatraenia,“Prai*e ya ita Iwrd wlA mlwry and 
barp: lei every apirit praiea Ibe Lord." Pa. Iia Aa- 
wolaiail na ia Ibo barp oritb oil our aaeiant greatnaM, 
«a oead not aiU that ka raviral la ao Mijaei nl our 
aolioiuide. Tba virtoo ofoor bAem ii all Aogiory 
afAepnaC Wbatwaowa to anijquily wa akooM 
pay to tba ftnurreaadle ba wonbyofour own limea 
—«ml of Aat Dirioo Preiidettee which xaomalo 
bablon tta praaanl-to ta, A (he ehnb of generaiinn, 
Ao link which will unite and bind InditaolaWy Ae 
Airtiry of tta pact wiA tta lootal Iwaoty oliba fi- 
tato—we BUMi comhiDO A ear jienoaa the oMivo 
virtM oflba hero with ibo enduring zoal of Aaaainl. 
If tn eraale a new order of raioairela, to nviro the 
barp of Sioo aad of Tara, coo give a Mtimou your 
pity and patrliiiiaui. Am cltimtaoure. Often have 
wa axptnenctd ibt nobIg and gmaron aympail^ of 
oar cuuiiiiTmaD; and lo aucb, luul auch aoly, dii we 
nowa|ipct1lnoureirurelM to revira oor national 
htatrameoii for, much ibough we Avaiha mutle of 
Ita harp, and inuah though wa have labored for lu 
revival, we would aae Ha every airing inru naaoder 
aod it ailenl for avar, rtlbar Aao laavB 11 intlebted lo 
itaeoki-baancdcalcubror, or Aat IttOowlx ahould 
ta lUBoad 40 oor oaiionei inelodiet by any oAw 
Ibaa Aa ganaraue and ftoa. 01 ouraalvaa wa have 
•loM BDcb; and, ifaidod by vuur paironago and np- 
part, wa will accomnlixb xtill greater thinge for our 
aadva longuaga Boamuaic. Vvbntcan eitbar prietl 
er ataWimBii maJui of a people, ae long a* tbeir paa- 
alotatan boMoiud ooly by Aair vioetf Allourn  ̂
riooa wad lo awaken tba boner fbeliag* of oar oa- 
rerv, la raflna public Mate, aod elevate national ino- 
rnliir. And, aorcly, ta wbo would lend not a hal|w 
kigtaad to aach a Bouae, ia no aon of Erin’i. And 
nanfiCHiw what may, Aa woral bat paai. and Ac 
barp aod Ae ranaic of Carolan ahall live for ever.

VB- STGELI! AND 1B- -K- XURRAI' ItAKSFIELD- 
* Aran. ST, IS4fl.

Zip Ike Editor V Ax DaMaa £rmtv Paxf.-—Mr 
Diia Sisr—I Aiadt it right out to loee any (iioe w 
girii^ paUmtiy to Aa foUowiag fkcx:

I Mve by li given expreexiva to that univaraal 
tarn ef txecralMB wbieb the ediinrial article A tbe 
Foakei aflaat Saiurdav ii bald by the world-^y Aa 
haoail Orangeman (for ibere ora Ortegeniin oo 
xanaciaotioux eaariotioa>—ax wall oa by ibt CaAo- 
hex ar Libarel Prulcxtanu.

About oleren a*elaek ihix oomiM, driving on 
open eardoea ta (be Collaga raila, 1 aaw approorb- 
»tf Ao tdHor of Ae Poeflxf, wbo pvofaatai lo ta (ta 
ygio of Aa Iriab govarnmaat, wiA wbom I have 
baaoflo lama of loquaiouuee, far I wu oaiyaBoa-

nJetiff ef Ax irut lo Ikeir fi<%iaw—Pnaf* 
Loirx. ''I.rt Ibam took lo tba biaiory of raligioo ia 
Ireland, and ii did her bnooor, beyau^ ita powei af 
bumaii Uoreiigt to depict; aod it wax owing to the 
hnhneui of her people Aat the got Aa dauoinioMiao 
of tba bland of Solnla. Thera wax ou infidallly 
aiuoiigil Aam; nll|louxteiuiiDrntuudailyiD«reax- 
ing in ita prograae, and Mrradod the estira bland. 
Cenuiriaeinpnad before C-hrittlaniiy wnaaoiablwhcd 
lu oibar couniriaiu liui io (our year* after Ar laodiag

by Aekleoen or chaiqp, Aoogh they had bceo tried 
in (be furnac# of perxaenilen,aod for gnOyaxra plun- 
dor, and i^oliaiinn. and lobliary, and panaeutlou, 
fall eiMW tba devoted peopla of Irelaod. Wbeo lie 
tree bora, no Catholic could have a boiae worth 
iDora than Ave pounda, ftir if ba bad, any ProletMni 
A (ba eatnmunily might ^ir him five pounda a^ 
lake away Iba hotav. They would iiM bear Atc 
(raaloMM Mow."

ExTaamaitTioii—Lord Haiaordre. VYe uoder- 
xuuid Mr, O’Connellb Buggaaiion, in falx apeech U 
Iba Corn-Ezebauga, relanva to Ab afliir, namely— 
apprixing bar Majaafy of Iba txteimlnalinn of bar 
poor auUitir—ha bean ukeo up. Mr. O’CoanaU 
laid—“Her MajexiT wooM not ba plcaanf wilh Aa 
anthor of it, Lord Hawirdamby Aa way.aLord-iiw 
Waiting on bar Hajrtty. Irxne rame in Alt nooi^ 
try Ibe widnwx and ita erphana rhould ibmw ibeot- 
aaivea 00 Aair koeta. and implore her Majexly nut 
al Ivoal to ■tlmil into tar pretence the man 'who Ifaua 
•horeilrd them out where tbeg may die, wiihooi 
Aorking their benera with Ae xigbl orxouml oflhdr 
lul agony.'" Ax, Aen, tbere are deubbaniertainid 
ofher Mqiaily’xeoiniiii to IrMaml Abaumiiwr.a 
eollertion MaalrM|dy bean ni 00 foot, we uader- 
xund, to dtftay Ae eipenxex of iba bond* of oearly 
two bundled raxnlliea (olil man and wMowe aa they 
may ba) to London, (n wait Ibera oo Sir Raton 
Feel, and mnat rexpectfully rreucM him to aeeain- 
pany lhain In Buckingbani inlace, and iulrodoea 
Iham to bar Majexty, OM read fur bar their uwa 
aworn declaration of Ae rexpeciire aoiiii of niouey 
they (xpxndod in the impruvemeol of Lord Htwar- 
Heii’v eauiea; and (hit they were cjacled becaaaa 
Aav were rack-rontad. and ax alao of tta hunger, 
cold, ami ndxaiy they bate had to anduia lo borelx 
oo Ae rarge of tba boga, and in the Inuai tod gar- 
reia of ita lowox of tbeir nallva eoxoty. Indeaffiba 
latter will be xalf-arMaMfrMn their wreicbod appa­
rel, and amaniatad and flrighiftil appe*'*'*!*- Trey 
■ball have alau wlA iham oanifextax frum ibe neigh­
boring maglatratex and ekrtymeo, of tbeir peataa- 
Me and good conduct, that Ibay oever were eoavki- 
ml nf uny crime. Dor aveo xuaprcied cbxrxnf,-during 
all Ibalr want aud potaaculiona; tba* tnitx)j^n| tor 
Mqjexly Aat they are kiytl and fnlibful xuhacia. ll 
ia alto hoped Aat tbe Lard-» ff'aiimt will not rx- 
foae Ihix Anraettr to, oor ba atktned 10 reeiyoiN, 
bis old leoasu sod acquainAoeca.—ntal.

Ha. O’OoMaci.L'xBcrwii. Miaaiea. Bytfactob- 
joined lixt ef Mr. O’Caondl'a vlria to lira praviacei, 
It will ta pareaivad that ha is daHrmiaasI ibaloeax- 
anioo ao (la part Aall ta wanliaa lo keep up tba 
azcitomaui Aal baa beta kindled tbiMfiMat Aa 
kiwdom ioTavor of tba greol national Muaa at Rt- 
poaL Tka boo. aod lairoad gaDOeman porpoaat 
proenadiog 10 Sligo on Iha Xih ef May, m Cork no 
Ibo 7A, to idulliapr oo Aa 14th, to tta BouA Rid-
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